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T is now upwards of ſever 
id thirty Yeats;/ ſince: I. 


I hoped; and ſrin do hope, 
Hat in all that Time 1 was, 
d till am, doing ſome f 
f Religion, ol true Piety, 
e, according to the Precepts; the 
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Prifteſt” Precepts of Gen and his Apo- 
Z Frag Knows This was; and is; 


Def for che Seren I cadnet ahh. 

ow” at laſt, if yen will believe ſomte 

wu Writers, Tatn ryan down ul nh” 
an Vertue and 3 all ma nner 
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Ave been a Preacher; and 
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of Vice and Wickedneſs. T bis. is 2 very 
heavy Charge; but, God be prais'd, it is 
not a true one. For what Reaſon am 
thus accuſed? Why, becauſe 1 have 
preached, and publiſhed a Diſcourſe aga inſt 
Exceſſes, and Madneſs in Religion; = 
ſioned by the Appearance of a yew Sed of 
Enthuſiaſts, or Hypocrites, or Both; whoſe 
Doffrines and Prattiſes tend to the De- 
ſtru&jon of Sauls, are a Scanfal to Chri- 
ſtianity, and expoſe it fo the — of Li- 

bertines, Infidels, and Atheiſts. This is 
my Crime: For This I have been repre- 
ſented as an Encourager of Vice in Others 
and as a Profligate Myſelf; as a. Proſligate 
both in Pr inciplec, and Practiſe; as a per- 
fett Debauc bee; as No CRRTISTIAN. I de- 
fire All who are Chriſtians to conſider This 
a little; and to judge what» Cort of Chri- 
ſliaus Tux are (whatever they may talk 
of Chriſtian Perfaction) who in ſo ſhame- 
ful a Manner deſame a Myniſtor of 'Chrift, 
only for doing his Duty in the regular 
Diſcharge of his holy Function. Six Ano 


 nymous Pamphlets, and a Seventh with. 4 


Name, ſuch à Name as it is, ha ve been 
publiſh'd. to outrage. and vilify me upon 
This Occaſion; The Folly, and Falſhoods, 
the Rudeneſs, ee "and. Malice. 145 
tem being ſuch, as, I believe, were ſcarce 
ever before ſeen in any Chriſtian, or even 
e 22 Natter An, hay. n abuny 
| Wal Y 
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- Bantly ſhewti in an Auſtver to them Alt : 
which was proper, in order to prevent the 

_ Miſchief they might occaſion; tho at th 
Tame time it did them, and their Authors, 
more Honour than they deſerved. 

That I ſhould be 4 inſulted by a Fa- 
natical Apoſtate from the Church of Eng- 
land, or by nameleſs Scribblers of Pamph⸗ 

lets, a Jumble of Methodiſts, Papiſts, Qua- 

| kers, and Deiſts, was a T hing not much to 
be wondet'd at: But from ſo grave, aud 

religious a Writer, as Mr. Law, I1 might 
have expected a very different Sort of Treat- 

ment, And yet 576 Pamphlet, (which 
5 makes an Eighth, publiſh'd againſt That 

Diſcourſe of ine) ſo far as it goes with 
regard to the Doctrine I have taught, is in 
Miſrepreſentation, and groſs Falſboods,” in 
Calumny, and Slander, Perle, if at all, in- 
feriour to the reſt + not to mention that 
rit of Malignity, which breathes 7 
the whole jece. There is indeed wor on? 

Paſſage, which he quotes from my Ser- 
mons, 15 repreſented by him; but every 

4 thing is utterly falſify J and perverted. 

Did he row Cd; ? or. 400 he got; 2 If he | 
did not; where is his Judgment? If he 
aid; what are we to think of his Honeſty, | 
and Conſcience ® Or are Uicharitable, | of 

neſe, and the moſt flagrant Tnjuſtice, falle \ 
Arccuſation, and Defamation, no Sins in | 
Fe or That Man; beeavſe te "rates 

3 much, 


1 


much, and in a Strain of more than ordi- 

nary Godlineſs, about Jeſus Chriſt, che 

= Lin God, Regeneration, Sel denial,” 
i 


and Chriſtian Perfection? They are fo 
much the Pit T ould ks. and L wal 


7 pre n to Wa Mind. Jid 


| © repreſent Mg A abuſe „as he . 
1 —y x 346, 8 15 Res 


allow. W wen Piacliſes, is ſo far 


| 1 ae LZY (as Thoſe. Words. N to 
es, Bil 255 His, and grie ves him, 
even with een to his ordinary ee 
and Operations. 7 
Not content to erplade my, Doktrin EY 
yert the plain, Meaning, 7571 Words, he 
alles Sentence We Der Thongs an 
N and, Iufentioan. Had one 
| ©. Shis (ays he, 84 19.) be had, ae 
the Suare, a JI b that is now in his 
| * Aſlertion at: Pet he would at the 
Fame Ge e ade. it uſeleſs,, and in- 
x 90 05 i ſicant to the Dessen of his Diſcourſe; 
AN would. bayc left a] oor open for ſuch 
«Gr of . Piety, as he is here oppo- 
Fig. The Drsion 1 copay (if 


NUN ill. 55 W WY hinder Ad- 
pances in £ 


Auen : 


Whos a Wretch 
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muſt I be? If otherwiſe ;. what is He? | 
Bur ſuppoſe it were ſo; how docs He t 
it? Might I not be miſtaken; and teach = 
| fale Doctrine without 4% gning it? Does 9 


the Spirit of God ſo far ned things to my 
This 1 05 as to make him a Searcher of [mn 
Hearts? I do not judge ſo uncharitably il 
of urs Deſign ; tho L think. he * fanghs | Il | 
. much falſe Doctrine. WE 
Could he think chat his adding ing, in his 5 
Title Page, the Epithets Earneſt, and Se- JE 


rious to the Word ee would juſtify 
his doing me all this Injury? Or that he 
injured me AY 7 the leſs, becauſe he did it 
earneſtly, eriouſly ? | 6 
255 he fed his Gying * he en- 
ter d upon this Undertaking with great 
Neluctance, becauſe it might make him 
ſeem at leaſt in ſome degree unkind to the 
Perfon he ſhould oppoſe; that he has no- 
thing more deeply riveted in his Heart, 
than an W Love and Kindneſs for 
+; “ all. Mankind, and more eſpecially for 
« Thoſe whom God has called to be his 
| « Fellow-Labourers in promoting the Sal- 
5 vation of Mankind; that he would 
write under the Direktion 0 Charity, ſays 
ing not hung iu the Spirit of an Aaverſary ; 
Could he think, I ſay, that his affirmmg 
all This would Fr gnify any thing, When the 
Reverſe is — to cyery Reader? NG. 


4 ** oo a * 2:4: 
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[6] 
he not only calumniates me in the moſt 
ſpightful manner; but cafts ſo many vile 
Reflections upon the Clergy'i in general, with 
regard to their Lives and zonveriation, 
the Diſcharge of their Duty in the Cure of 
Souls, Pluralities, t6c: Which laſt-men- 
tion d, by the way, tho perperually rail'd at, 
as they ever have been, by the Enemies of 
our Eccleſiaſtical Eftabliſhment, have been 
© often prov'd to be (if duly regulated, and 
not abuſed, as 1 confeſs'they ſometimes are) 
both lauful, and expedient : Particularly, 
by GE] reat Mr. Hooker * „ and Mr. par- 
ton Þ ; Whoſe Reaſons' ok them will ever 
have more Weight with all reaſonable Men, 
and good Chriſtians, than a thouſand un- 
Proved Aſertious, Invettives, and Verla. 
mat ious AGAINST them. 
J certainly: gave This Girton no per- 
final Provocation ; unleſs preſuming to dif- 
fer from him in Opinion may 95 ſo ac- 
counted. It is true, I always thought his 
Treatiſe upon Chriſtian 9 to be one 
of the moſt pernicious Books that has been 
publiſh'd in This Age; and could not but 
lament our hard Lot, that while we are 
combating Debauc , Infidelity, and A. 


theiſm on the one fand, we ſhould be 
peſter d with Embiſiaſm,” and Frenzy in 
Neligion, on the other. When it firſt 
* in the World, 1 ſaid 1 fear'd 
| OSS 
Eccleſ. Polit. B. V. S 82. + Defence of Pluralities, | 
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1 would do a great deal of Miſchief; 1 and 
well aflur'd, it hag...” When the 

Fog Met hoi ſts firſt, ſtarted up, I ime 
puted it very much to 17 Book; and ſo 


did Others, as well as I, Accordingly, the 
Leaders of thoſe Eqthy aſts extol it to the 


Sbies: Mr. Law's Chriſtian Perfection, 


wo his Serious Call are worth their Weight. 


„ Gold, Sc. But. becauſe 1. diſlike bis 


Ti reatiſs upon Gries e 2 . 3 


therefore an Enemy Chriſt? er fec- 
tion. itſelf Ox do ee Carts 
from apr bee it, and endea vour ing 
attain it? I neyer preached ſuch 

dein; 
TY; In n. This very Diſcourſe which we are 
now conſidering, 1 have inſiſted upon as 
much Piety, as the ſtriffeft Precepts of the 
Goſpel require: And is not That enough ? 

I am not againſt extraordinary. and uncom- 
mon Vertue, (as This Writer falſely repre- 


ſents me) but againlt That which, being 


CALLED. extraordinary Vertue, is IxpEED 


Vice. To explain This farther, (if it be 


not plain enough already) I will borrow a 
few Words from the Anſwer * before-men- 


tion d. * * This, e, like the reſt, of | 
| gy 0 N them, 


5 'The True eint of the Methodiſts and their Al- 
lies, Ge. fully laid open in an ANSWER to F Six of the 
Seven Pamphlets (Mr. Lato's being reſerved to'be con- 
ſidered! by itſelf) lately publiſh'd againſt Dr. e 
| Sermons upon being Righteous over-much, _ 
F {t ſhould have beęn Seven gi the Eight. 


t have often preached the e 


60 ben, all alon ofviiridg being 1b 
Hriuth; JE 1888 
: Thea 


ly, and imp 

« 9 70 5 Lone s With riftian 

4 Perfe 1 1 elents the Doctor as 

« being an nemy. "es extraordmuary De- 

«. grees OF, vennde 3 becauſe he is 0 to 

« Fraordinaties, and” Exceſſer, Fhich are 

« Deviations TO Vertut. Oe Ot 
* Mr. LON has theſe Words, p Te % he 


m whit he has 1 Title of 


ec Text, ; 

4 his Difcourſe, is ety utha apphi \Choſen, 
« (Sc. As the Kg: 2 metimes 
40 eh Fools, 


e 1 1 
« in th e ME: ext, not on 

2 the Context but becauſe' the ords, 
« unleſs ſtripp'd of Alt their propet Mean. 
ing, CANNOT be taken in a Sehe that is 
us tolerable, or conſiſt nt with the common 
« 90 of Piety: An this Js gratis 
| 2 mere Sayi without 7 bite 
The 85 of the [ & His been al bundarit- 
ly vindicated, and the Senſe of it fully 
cleared, in the Pamphlet juſt now menfion'd 
* (to Which refer) agairift another Wri- 
ter; if he be another: For his Aſſertions 
without Proofs, upon This Article, are ſo 
exactly the fame with Mr. Law's.in This 
Place; that one e 25 were HIS | 
5 OWN. | *. 2 wy P. 

YM Trac di, &c. p. 6, 7. 8 ; 1 4. 10. n 


Y from 


> k 


- [6] 
P. 4. “ Is it not therefore ſrange that 
the Doctor ſhould chuſe, Sc. Is it not 

ſtrange that he ſhould think it right and 

“ jaſt, Sc. Is it not ſtill ſ ranger that 

* ſych a Text ſo offenſive to Piety, (Sc. 

All theſe ſuppos d ſrange things are not 
ſtrange at all. He proceeds. upon a falſe 
Suppoſition that he has proved what he he- 

fore aſſerted Jy Whereas we have only his 

Word for it; He has prov d nothing, but 

e, Which is perpetually his 

Way of Arguing, or rather. ot Arguings 
His Taunt upon the Doctors three Churc 

es, as he calls them, ſhall paſs without any 

RefleQion of mine. But what he means by 
This Text's being © ſent abroad into the 

“ Chriftian: World, as a proper Key to ALL 
the practical Sayings, Parables, and 
« Dofrines of Feſus Chriſ, I cannot 
imagine: I am ſue I ſay no ſack thing in 
my Sermons, nor any thing like it. 

P. 4, 5.— What he calls the banefar + 
« Plague of Enthuſiaſm.” - What Oecaſion 
was there for This Carping ? Are not bane 
ful, and Plague good Eugliſb Words? And 
does not Euthuſiaſin deſerve That Character? 
1 think it does; but He, for a plain Rea- 
fon, may be more tenger of it, tf nlam. 
P. 5. But then it is Matter of juſt 

« Complaint, that he does all this without 
ever ſhewing in any Part of tits Diſcourſe 
£* wherein true Righteoninefs, os the right, 

133 e « and 
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16 10 oi 
« and ſober Spirit of Piety conſiſts.” ;That 
is, it is Matter of juſt Complaint, that in 
diſcourſing upon one Point of Religion, 1 
did not diſcourſe upon others. Beſides; 
Treating of one Extreme, That in Exceſs, 
as my main, and direct Subject, to prevent 
Miſtakes,” I carefully guard againſt'the o- 
ther, That in Defect; nay expreſsly aſſert 
That to be the more dangerous of the two. 
mall which put together, it may be i in 
_ eat meaſure collected. wherein true 
ighteouſneſs, or the right, and ore 

« « Spier of Piety conſiſts!” 

-- Thid. © If he ſuppoſed tits Readeis to be 
« already wel dequathtee with the Nature, 
„ and Extent” of Chriſtian Holineſs, Ge.” | 
What Readers? Some are 10 acquainted ; 
and ſome not. There would then have 
«:;heen little Occaſion for his preſent Un- 
« dertaking. For if they be ſuppoſed 
thus to Kno what is right in Religion; 
„they would by ſuch Knowledge be in 
the beſt State of Security againſt that 
which is wrong.“ Doubt cſs thoſe: who 
know what is right are moſt likely to know 
What is wrong. But are all of equal Ca- 
pacity ? If my Readers want no Inſtruc- 
tion, ſo much the better: If they do; 3 they 


may from my Diſcourſe be inttrukted in 1 


ſome Things, tho not in every Thing- 

ee But tlie Doctor OVERLOOKS This im- 
0 Perrin? Marter ie neither ſuppoſes 
* them 


| + a2 } | 
t < them to, have This Knowledge; nor en- 
% deavours to help them to it.” This is 
ſufficiently anſwered by what IJ have ſaid 
already. But in a Flow of Zeal— 
Why, is not Zeal a good Thing; if it be in 
a good Cage, and according to Knawleage ? 
And has He proved mine not to be ſuch ? 
„In a looſe, declamatory Stile——” I have 
a very indifferent Opinion of my Stile (as of 
every thing elſe) in This, and all other my 
mean Performances. But whatever Faults 
it may have, to ſay it is Jooſe, or declama- 
tory, is plainly falſe: This indeed is ex- 
actly the Character of , h/s:own Writings; 
but the very Reverſe of mine! I appeal to 
the World/for the Truth of Both. Re- 
< fleas at large upon all Attempts to- 
Wards a Piety, that is not modern, com- 
mon, and according to the preſent Power, 
« and-Faſhion of Religion in the World.” 
As groſs a Falſbood, and Slander, as ever 
was ſpoken, or written: And ſo is every 
thing he ſays that affects me for ten Pages 
together; P. 6, 7, Sc. to p. 16. I will 
point out the Paſſages; and tho“ to point 
them out be to anſwer them ſufficiently, I 
will do ſomething more. R 0 WP 
P. 6. But no where a Worp, or a 
„ HinT in Favour of Thoſe, who would 
not only | what this not only means 1 
„ know not | be ſo exceffive, ſo extraor- 
*«"dinary, and ſo much out of the common 
; 32 


ing 
[ 12 J 
” Paths as the bleſſed. Saints, and Mar- 
“ tvrs of the Primitive Church were: No 
« where are ſuch People told that he wiſhes 
„ them God; br, be ed.— No where are ſuch 
« People that he writes not againſt 
mW Them, that he loves their 8 it, and 
* ſhould be glad to add new Fer vours to 
« it.” They are not told ſo in his Words, 
'tis true: But they are ja Effect tald ſo in 
mine. I ſhall refer to the Paſſages here- 
aſter. No where are they told what 
4 Chriſtian Perfettion is The Reaſon 
is, I was not writing alout Chriſtian, Per- 
fedtion. However; 1 recommend Chriſtian 
Perſection; ; if living up to the ff firitteſt Pre- 
cepts of the Goſpel may be called ſo: And 
for the ſame An I recommend ſuch ex- 
traorginary true Piety as was That of the 
blefſed Saints, and Martyrs of the Primi- 
tive Church. P. 7. Who to the World 
dead in Treſpaſſes and Sin, preaches up 
„the Sin, (pug and Danger of being 
«7; hteous over-much.” To Thoſe WhO 
are Fho' I hope not dead) in 7 Teſpaſſes, 
and Sing, on the Excęſſi ue Side, I indeed 
Thus preach: But That is no Eucpurage- 
ment to Thoſe who are dead in Treſpaſſes, 
aud Sins, on the Defecłive Side; whom I 
ften, and earneſtly warn of their extreme 
Pages To the World, eating, and drinking, 
ot and riſing 7 fo 7.25 he 1 ae 


+ 1\ 
<«< the Danger, Madneſs, and Folly of too 
“ much Temperance, Abſtinence, Mortifi- 
cation, and Severity of Life.“ When 1 


thus harangue, (as he is pleas'd to call it) 
J do not harangue to That Part of the 


World which is eating, and drinking, and 
ri * to play: To them I harangue in 
another Manner, and from quite different 
Topicks. To the World a ſteep, inſenſi 
i ble, and careleſs, not only of the Puri- 
4 ty, and Perfection, but of the firſt Prin- 
« ciples of the Goſpel, he boldly, raſbly, 
“ reproaches all Appearances of Holineſs, 
that are uncommon, and extraordinary.“ 
For the Sophiſtry in Thoſe Words uncom- 
mon, and extraordinary, I defire the Rea- 
der to fee backwards, p. 7, 8. That being 
cleared; This Aﬀertion is abſolutely falſe, 
and ſlanderous. He here accuſes: me of 
Bolaneſs, and . two Crimes of a 
conſiderable Magnitude in Matters of Reli- 
gion, and Divinity: And if I am wot 
guilty of them, He 7s; who Thus boldly, 
and raſbly, lays them to my Charge. P. 8. 
This therefore l am oBLIGED to point 
* out, as a fundamental Defect in the 
**. Doctor's Diſcourſe; and ſuch as renders 
it an evil Temptation, a dangerous Snare, 
and fatal Deluſion to all who do not read 
F it with a full, and thorough Diflike.“ 
Strong Words, I confeſs; but the ſtronger, 
the worſe, if they are not rue, And how 

— . 5 Lie 


[ 14] 


true they are, we have EY ſeen already; 
and partly mall ſee hereafter. Fortiter ca- 
lumniare, is a Saying indeed; but tis a 
bad one: And how this Gentleman was 

obliged, by what Dictate of Chriſtian Per- 

Jection, or even the loweſt Degree of Chri- 
ſtianity, he was obliged to write, and pub- 
liſh all This Calumny againſt me, who nei- 
ther by Word or Deed ever in the leaſt 
injur'd him, Tam e at a Rs to con- 
Sie. 

In what follows he Wees ſeveral 
Sorts of Perſons, upon whom (according to 
Him) my DoQtrine is like to have an ill. 
Effect. “ Coldneſs, and Indifferency, (p. 

© 8, 9.) and a lifeleſs ontward Compliance 
. with the Duties of Religion, a Slavery 
to Eaſe, Softneſs, and ſenſible Pleaſures, 
« Sc. is perhaps the State of more than 
„two Thirds of Thoſe who are look'd 

upon to be the Religious amongſt us. 
« Now the Doctor's Diſcourſe has a dixect, 
and natural Fitneſs to lull all theſe Peo- 
e plc aſleep, to ſuppreſs all Stirrings, and 
* Intentions of Amendment, Sc. There 
is ſcarce a Reader amongſt this Number 
e of People, whether he be Layman, or 

« Clergyman, [I ſhould. have wonder'd if 
« that Zaſt Word. bad been omitted] but 
„will find This Effect from the Doctor's 
<« Inſtructions; He will begin to take 
*.Feſh Comfort in his State, gc.” This 


" 
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is totally falſe; as appears 1 what 1 
have ſaid above. And T here obſerve to 
my Reader, once for all, concerning my 


et c&tera's and Breaks, in my Quotations 
from him, both in what goes before, and 


in what is to follow, that he loads me Wirth 5 
much more Scandal than That which 1 


tranſcribe, (it would be a fatiguing Task 


indeed to tranſeribe it all) declaiming a- 


gainſt me in ſuch a manner; that, if what 
he ſays be true, I muſt be as vile a Miſ- 
creant, as very an Agent of the Devil, 


as moſt that ever breath d. Again * (ays 


che) others there are—whoſe Conſeien- 
ees are greatly awaken'd——[ and. who 


in ſhort deſire] to he perfetl, even as 


« heir Father which is in opt heh is oe 


feet. 5 But now how does the Doc- 
c tor deal with THIS SORT or People 2— 


« Why truly he conſiders THEM as a de- 


« juded, wea t, or hypocritical, or haltf- 
* thinkin People ; ; that diſturb the Chri- 
„ ftian Church with their Projects about 
« Perfection. He ridicules, and expoſes 


« every Step They muſt take in their in- 
* -tecided Progreſs, by adding Abſurdities 


« of his own Invention to it. There is no- 


« thing for such ProE throughout his 
«© wrort Discovss, but Reproaches, Ni- 


Aicule, and  Diſcouragement. Not one 
Word of Truth in all This, but the direct 
Contrary; as appears again from what has 
. 4P. 1% „ 
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Ts 
been already, ſaid, and will be. ſaid in the 
Sequel. Are they deſirous of all that 
ö „ Self-dental, all that Martiſication of bo- 
5 dily Appetites, and ſenſual Paſſions, as 
wy may beſt fit them to be Temples of the 
| „Holy Spirit? He ridicules Ts as 
| L holding the Sinfulneſs of ſwelling a Roſe.” 
2 That is, Becauſe I ſay, that, according 1 
the Doctrine of fome Righteous: over-mich, 

it is ſinful-to ſmell a Roſe; TuRTTORE I 

Tidicule Tnosg who are defirous of ſuch 
 Self-demial, \ and Mort iſication, as may beft 
ft them to be Temples F the Holy Spar it. 
What a Conſequence is This! + © Do they 

begin to. diſcoyer the deep: Corruption of 
_ * their Nature, the Superficralneſs,: and 

« Heakpe(s:of.'their Vertues? Sc. He 

tells IBN e great Enemy uf Souls 

« adapts his Temptations tu all Sorts of + 
Lempers— Theſe who are diſpos'd tu be 
| * 9004, and vertuons, if he cantiot prevatt 

< with them to be vicious, (commonly fo 
call d, he labours to make them over- 

<, oertuonus, that is, vicious, tho not com- 

* monly ſocalld; and ſo involves them in 

« Dangers, and Miſchiefs.”  To\pals over 
2 Piece of falſe Enghſh which he Here puts 
upon me, and of which I am innocent; 

How do I apply This to Tyr, who begin 

20 diſcover the deep Corruption of their 

Nature, &c. and (as he goes on) © to fear 

l e e ; ably 
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cc they have as yet ſcarce come up to the 
« Righteouſneſs of the Scribes, and Pha- 
« riſees.“ I ſpeak This to the World in 


general; tho what I ſay. more particular- 


ly affects Thoſe who are Righteous over- 
much, or in Danger of being fo. ' And do 
I any where ſay that to diſcover the Cor- 


ruptions of our Nature, Sc. is to Be Righ- 


tebus over- much? My Words, at my Pro- 


ceeding to the Head under which This / Paſ- 


ſage occurs, are Theſe— In the third Place 
to fbew the dangerous Tendency—of being 
RIcHTEOUS OVER-MUCH. To This 1 ftick ; 
This I all along have in my Eye: Speak- 
ing to the Purpoſe, and ſpeaking Senſe : 
Not (as he docs in his Chriſtian Perfec- 
tion, his Pamphlet about Regeneration, 


and This againſt Me) making my Diſcourſe 
2 looſe Rope of Sand, a Rhapſody of No- 


body - knows what ; confounding very 
diſtintt Things; and throwing about Words 


without Connection, Method, or Meaning. 


* „Are they ſuch as are ownLy deſirous 
of reforming THER own Lives ” 
« and wholly intent upon HEIN own Ad- 
« vancement in MERELY practical Piety ?” 
[The Words only, and merely come in 
ſtrangely here: The Latter I did not men- 
tion; and gave no Occaſion for his Appli- 
cation of the Former, (as will appear im- 
mediately) any more than I did for the 
Words their own, which he twice makes 
l „ = uſe 


| '0 18 1 
uſe of.] © To Tazsz he ſhews that Tyry 
are in the very Paths that lead and al- 
« ways did lead, to Fanatick Madueſs. 
How fo 1 pray ? Why he quotes Theſe 
Words of mine. © To. what a: Height. of 
8 Fanatick Madneſs. in Doctrine, as well 
As Practiſe, are ſore. advanc'd. who: ſet 
E out at firſt with. an Arptarancs of | 
“ more than ordinary Sanctity in Fractiſe 
' ONLY?” So that becauſe I ſaid, Some 
teous over- much, (for of them, and them only 
I was ſpeaking) who ſet out- at, firſt-with.a 
more than ordinary Appearance. of Sanctity 
in Practiſe oNLy, are now adyanced to a 
great Height of Fanatick Ma dusſs in Dsc- 
trine, as well as Practiſe; TukkRTORR | 
ſhew Thoſe who are ON deſirous of re- 
forming their own Lives, Sc. that Tazy. 
are in the very Paths that lead, and al- 
ways did lead, to Fanatic Madneſs. Let 
the Reader obſerve too that in his Repre- 
ſentation of my Senſe, when I ſay the Ar- 
PEARANCE'0f Sant#ity, he drops the Word 
Appearance, (tho He himſelf afterwards 
quotes it;) as if That went for nothing; 
as if Sauctity, and the 4 _— of Sanc- 
tity. were all: one. hatever He may 
think, I aſſure him I am of: a very diffe- 
rent Opinion, | He then quotes me Thus. 
“% And again T do ſay that in all Ages En- 
e thuſiaſts have been Righteous over- much; 
fe ”— 88 Wits * 4, and 
bo ſhed 


—_—_—_ ĩͤ 
* ended with the other. Aud is it not ſo 
«* n THERETORE Ihe THOSH who 
are deſirous of reforming, Gc. that TRE 
are in the very Paths, Sc. as Before, 1 
might obſerve that as This Gentleman al- 
ways perverts arid © miſrepreſents the main 
Subſtance of my Senſe; ſo Here, and in 


 feveral other Places, he miſquotes my very 


Words, even when, to ſerve any Purpoſe, 
there was no Occaſion for it. Perhaps he 


thought it beneath him to trouble himſelf 


with exactly tranſcribing them, By his 


_ Magiſterial way of treating me, one would 


think ſo indeed. 


In his Animadvetſion upon the next Paſ- 


fage which he quotes from me, I muſt 4%½ 


| raphy between, the ſeveral Expreſſions he 
ma k 


te feſtation of the Divine Life in them, de- 
ic firing that Chriſt may be wholly for med. 
« ini them, that they may put on Chriſt, 
cc 


« Vine, and taſting in the inward Man 
the Powers of the World to come? For 


„Sch as TREsk the Doctor has this In- 


ſtructlon: That there is (fays he) ſuch 4 
« Thing as the Operation, aud Influence of 
«ths Poly Spirit upon our Souls, &c. is 


« not only granted, but inſiſted upon — 
. 4 's ry * T* 2 XIE 44-4 
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es uſe of. Farther, are thete Others 
% who—hunger and thirſt after the Mani- 


„ be in him neu Creatures, led by his Spi- 
tit, growing in him, as Branches in the 


A 20 ] 
« But what Reaſon, what Scripture is 
there for This inward Seeing, Hearing, 
« Feeling © To ſuch as Tusk, retaining 
only the Expreſſions I have now cited, and 
leaving out the reſt, I do not give the In- 
ſtruction he refers to; provided that by 
Thoſe Words the MANITESTATION of the 
Divine Life in them, be meant no more, 
than their perceiving, upon a Survey of their 
Actions, and by the Teſtimony of their 
Conſcience, that they have the Divine Life. 
Jo ſuch as TREsE, I do not put the Queſ- 
tion, What Reaſon, what Scripture? &c. 
I allow as much iaward Feeling, Seeing, 
and Hearing as This amounts to; if in- 
ward Perceiving muſt be called by thoſe 
Names: tho' I think it is called ſo very 
improperly. But if we leave out Thoſe 
Expreſſions, and retain only Theſe others 


of his; © Who begin to FEEL the Myſtery 


„% Redemption DISCOvER'D in their Souls; 
_ & ach at 


ring that Chriſt may be wholly RE- 
4 yEAL'D in them; HEARING the Word of 
e God WRITTEN, and SPOKEN. in THEIR 
« Hearts; in bis Light ſeeing Light.''— 
[Which laſt Words the Pſalmiſt, J ſuppoſe, 
meant of the Beatic Viſion in the next 

World, not of the Light within Men in 
This z] all which I take to be a Set of 
Ent huſiaſticl Phraſes, the Language of 
__ Qutetiſts, . Bourignoniſis, and Qua bers: 

nt 50 1 think * acki G be 


Proper, 
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proper, and my Queſtion properly t. 
be, aſter all, in ve Diſcou rſe, I 7910 
not put it even to Them, (L uſed none of 
thoſe Expreſſions). but to Perſons, who, as 
I apprehended, imagine they have a greater 


Meaſure of the Spirit, than thoſe Expreſ- 


ſions ſeem to import. Upon the ſame — 


tation he goes on in the very next Words. 


* « According therefore to the Doctor's 
cc. Divinity, both Reaſon, and Scripture 


« REQUIRE, that the true Chriſtian be in- 


_ © wardly blind, inwardly deaf, and void 
* of ALL inward Feeling. I anſwer, Firſt, 
It is one thing to ſay, that there is neither 
Reaſon nor Scripture For ſuch, or ſuch a 


Thing; and quite another to ſay that both 


Reaſon and Scripture Raum the Con- 


trary. 2dly, There is ſurely a Medium 


between a Man's being extraordinarily in- 
2 by the Holy Spirit, (of which alone 
was there ſpeak ing) and his being in- 
wardly blind, and deaf, Sc. Becauſe 1 
deny extraordinary Inſpiration in This, or 
That Man, He having no Evidence for it, 
either from Reaſon, or Scripture; do I 
therefore ſay, that according to Both, he, 


or any other Chriſtian, MUST BE void o £ 
ALL inward Feeling? The Feeling of a 


good, or bad Canſcience is an inward Feel- 


ing, I think: And muſt a Chriſtian needs 
be void of jk Berkhan becauſe he has 


not 
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not divine Revelations 9 He proceeds: 

« Por if neither Scripture, -nor Reaſon will 

„% A, of any inward Senſes ; then they 

«© muſt both of them require an inward In- 

« ſenſebility.” But do I ſay that neither 

Scripture, nor Reaſon allow-of any inward 

Senſes 9 (Tho', by the way, I ſhonld ra- 

ther ſay inward Senſe, or Senſchility, than 

Inward Senſes.) What Reaſon, what Scrip- 
ture (fay I) is there for Tris inward See- 
ing? Sc. meaning ſuch as is caus'd by the 

EXTRAOKDINARY Impulſe of the Spirit, of 
which only I was ſpeaking. TnERETORE 
(according to this Writer) I ſay, Neither of 

them will arrow of any inward Senſes. 
_ « Bat Scripture, from Geneſis to the Revela- 

“ tions, is full of Proof of theſe inward Sen- 

« ſes.” And ſo he goes on in three Pages with 
a Declamation about Haraneſs of Heart: 
Which may be very Rhetorical, for aught 

I know; but what is it 20 the Purpoſe ? 

P. 16. His further Inſtruction to Twrs 
So of People ſtands Thus. Tnty are 

ee told by him, that their high Notions of © 
93 eee Improvements have this Effect: 

« On the one hand they lead to Preſump- 

« tion, on the other to Deſperation.” THIS 

Sort of People—Trty— That is, the Peo- 
ple he ſpeaks of P. 13. as above quoted by 

me, P. 19, 20. who begin to feel, Kc. who 

Hunger and thirſt, Ne I have above dif- 
 Einguiſh'd Thzs Sort of People into#wo Sorts; 

5 . according 
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according to the different Expreſſions he 


makes u of. But in the Paſſage he here 


K from me, I do not ſpeak of Either of 


them; but of Perſons Righteous over-much 
conſider d barely in hon Reſpect. My 
Words are, (P. 36.) No his over-much 
Righteouſneſs, an Righteouſneſs falſly io 
call:d, is apt to: produce Preſumption in 
ſome, "Deſpair iu others. How can This 
be apply d to Thoſe wag really, and.in a 
Senſe truly Chriſtian, hunger and thirſt 
after Righteauſneſs, deſiring to put on Chriſt f 
c. And as. to inward. Light, inward 
Hearing, and Feeling, and other Euthuſi- 
aſticł Notions, L had as yet ſaid nothing 
about them. Take it which way you will;; 
when he ſays they are Tol p by Me, that 
their high Notions of Spiritual Im! proven 


ments have this Effect, Sc. he puts thoſe 


Words upon me; I have none ſuch, nor 
any like them. 

L ſaid above, that tho' my. chief Deſign 
(as my Subject led me) was to ſhew the 
Danger of Extremes on the Exceſſive Side; 


yet in many Places I carefully guard againſt 
the Other, That on the Defective; inſiſting 
upon as much Strictneſs, as the 8 re- 


guires: When, according to this. Writer's 
Account, (who, one would think, an- 
ſwer'd my Diſcourſe without reading it) L 


| have no where a Wok D or a Hint ſound- 


15 that Way. To e the contrary, 
muſt 


[ 24 ] 
muſt T be at the Trouble of ?ranſcribin 
' a conſiderable Part of my Sermons ? That 
ſure would be very unreaſonable, I refer 
the Reader to P. 19, 24, 2 S. and to the 
three laſt Pages throughout. 
Our Author proceeds. He has 1 
* told (he ſays) that ſome have been ac- 
« tually chown into Deſpair. They have 
« been made ftark mad, and received into 
« Bedlam, as ſuch. And then he cries 
« out, Was the Religion of Jeſus Chriſt 
« intended to male People mad? Is This 
« for the Honour 0 Chr 9 * Upon 
this, he adds, 4. T mall only obſerve, 
that when our Saviour was upon Earth 
te there were two Sorts of mad People about 
« him. The one Sort ran about in Diſor- 
« der, tore their Cloaths, and cut their 
6 own Fleſh: the other Sort raved in Ma- 
« lice, threw Duſt into the Air, and The 
« their Ears, and cry'd out, crucify 
s crucify him. Now it may be ask d which 
4 of theſe two Sorts of People were in the 
« moſt diſorder'd, and diftemper'd State? 
«. Whoſe Madneſs was the moſt fbocking ; 
« that of the Lunaticks, or that of the 
High Priefts, Scribes, and Phariſees ?” 
I anſwer; Theſe latter (to paſs over thoſe 
Circumſtances of their throwing Duſt into the 
Air, and ſtopping their Ears, which I have 
read of i in t © Perfecution 8 St, Faul, . 8 
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St. Stephen, but never in That of our Sa- 
viour) were not mad at all, in the natural 
| Senſe; and I ſpoke of no other. They 
were very wicked, if he pleaſes; but That 
is moral, not natural Madneſs, To me 
« « the Lunaticks ſeem to be in a leſs De- 
_ « 9yee of Diſorder; and the Reaſon is this, 
6 a our Saviour could heal them, but 

4 not the High Prieſts, Scribes, and Pha- 
« riſees.“ Now T1 think the Zane 
| were more diſorder d in their Under/tand- 
_ ings, tho? the Prieſts, Scribe;=and Phari- 
ſees were more ſo in their Wills : And our 
Saviour could not heal. the latter, for no 
Reaſon, but becauſe they would not be 
healed. He would not force the Mill; tho 
he work'd Miracles to cure Diſeaſes, and 
caft out Devils. By the way, this Gentle- 
man ſeems to repreſent Thoſe as mere Lu- 
_ naticks, or Madmen, whom the Scripture 
repreſents as Demoniacs. Other late Wri- 
ters indeed have done ſo; but I did not 
think He would. He goes on. Now is 
« it reaſonable, on the account of the 
© Madneſs of theſe Prieſts, Scribes, and 
Doctors of the Law, to ſay, Is this for 
“the Honour of the Jewiſh Law? Was 
the Law, and the Prophets intended to 
* make People mad? No certainly; it 
is not reaſonable : But what is This to Me? 
And how am I oppos'd by it? Now if 
8 the Doctor knows how to excuſe the 
* al „„ Rn 


[ 26 } 
% Law and the Prophets, tho' thoſe great 
“ Students of them were in ſuch a deſpe- 
rate State of Phrenſy, and Madneſs —” 
I ſay again they were in no Phrenſy, and 
Madneſs at all, in the natural Senſe, which 
is the only one I was ſpeaking of. Then 
« Chriſtianity' may be blameleſs; tho' here 
and there a Chriſtian may be fit for Bed- 
© lam. Queſtionleſs it may; nay it cer- 
tainly is: But what is This to Me again? 
_ Have I ſaid any thing to the contrary ? 
Why yes; I ſaid that certain Doctrines 
and Practiſes PRETENDED. to be the Height, 
and Per fectian of Chriſtianity, but REALLY, 
and IN TRUTH, contrary ta it, have made 
| ſome People mad; which tends to the Diſ- 
honour of Chriſtianity : ThEREFORE I ſaid 
Chriſtianity itſelf is blameable; becauſe 
here and there a Chriſtian may be fit for 
Bedlam. Let the Reader carefully conſi- 
der what this Gentleman here writes about 
Maaneſs, and Bedlam ; and then ask bim- 
{elf whether the //riter does not ſeem to 
be a little infected with the Subject. 
Let him ask himſelf too what he takes 
to be the Meaning of this pretty Alluſion, 
thus unnaturally drag d in by our Author. 
Is it not to compare Me, and the reſt of the 
Clergy, who do not act, think, and teach 
as Hedoes, with the Prieſts, Scribes, and 
_ Phariſees, and Others who crucify'd our 
„„ 5 
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P. 18. © Again, are there others who 
% defire to bring the whole. Form of their 


Lives under Ruls of Religion, to let the 


„ Spirit of the Goſpel give Laws to the 
„ moſt ordinary Things and Enjoyments ? 
« tc.” If by letting the Spirit of the 
Goſpel give Laws to them be meant regu- 
lating them, and aſing them in due meaſure, 
according to the true Spirit, and Temper of 
the Goſpel; I entirely approve of it, nay 
inſiſt that it is abſolutely neceſſary. Thole 
who do this do no more than their Duty. 
« Theſe People are told by the Doctor, 
that wholly abſtaining from Things indif= 
« ferent'—Why Tust People again? I 
am There ſtating the Nature of being 
Righteous over-much; ſhewing wherein it 
_ conſiſts ; and ſpeaking to the World in ge- 
neral, not to one particular Sort of People. 
Nor are Thoſe, whom This Writer here de- 
ſeribes, in the leaſt blamed or diſcouraged 
by the Words he cites from me; which are 
Theſe. Wholly abſtaining from Things 
indifferent, and innocent in themſelves,” as, 
forbidden, and ' unlawful, is a ſignal In- 
ſtance of being Righteous over-much; and 
ſo on the other Hand, is making Things in- 
different to be neceſſary, and Matters of 
Duty. Upon which, Thus “our Author. 
« What is here ſaid has ſome Truth in it; 
& and might be uſeful in its proper Place, 
„ e 1 : 40 and 
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E 
“ and under right Limitations,” Now I 
think it was in as proper a Place, as could 
poſſibly be. I was ſhewing (as I juſt now 
laid) wherein 0ver-much Righteouſneſs con- 


fiſts; and mention'd This as one Inſtance of 


it. What could be more proper, or more 
in its Place? As for the right Limita- 
tions which our Author would make, and 
which he ſuppoſes me nat to make; we 
ſhall ſee them preſently. : ** But as it here 
_ © ſtands (continues he) in the Doctor's Diſ- 
© courle, it is a grievous Snare, and De- 
s ceit to the Reader.” And This Snare, 
and Deceit too was DRESI2ANED by me, ac- 
cording to what he ſays p. 19. Had he 
** done This, he had prevented, Sc.“ which 
I quoted before, p. 4. And why all this? 
„For it is to ſignify to him that wholly 
abſtaining from Things, in themſel ves in- 
different: and innocent, cannot be made a 
Matter of true Religious Advancement, 
but is a blameable Inſtance of Piety in 

Exceſs. Put in the Words, as forbid- 
den, and unlawful, which I uſed, and 
which He himſelf quoted juſt before, but 
now leaves out; and I ſay. it cannot be 
made a Mattter of true Religious Advance- 
ment, but is a blameable Inſtance of Piety 
in Exceſs, ** If the Doctor had meant 
only to teach, that we ſhould not wholly 
“ abſtain from Things indifferent and inno- 
* cent, as if they were in themſelves un- 
e : * lawfnt ; 


= 7T2 
« lawful; he ſhould have Torp his Rea- 
« ders that he meant no more, Sc.“ Have 
I not told them ſo in expreſs Words: 
Abſtaining from Things indifferent and in- 
nocent in themſelves, as forbidden, and un 
lau ful. The Words in themſelves 
plainly relate not only to innocent which 
goes before, but to unlawful which fol- 
lows; ſo far as they can properly be ap- 
 ply'd to it: as unlawful in themſelves; 
that is, as if they were forhidden by ſome 
Law of God, or Nature. Or ſuppoſe there 
were no fuch Words as in themſelves in the 
whole Sentence ; Is not as forbidden, and 
maul the fame with as in itſelf. unlaw- 
ful; the fame in Subſtaxce, tho not exactly 
in the ſame Expreſſion? He ſhould 
have told them that ſuch Things might 
* be abfſtain'd from juſtly, and piouſſy, upon 
{© a better Principle, Sc. and that he did 
“ not condemn the abſtaining, - Sc. but 
only when it was done from a ſaperſti- 
© trous Notion of the Things being in 
© themſelves ſinful, Sc. This laſt I do in 
effect ſay; as I have ſhewn. For the reſt; 
He sHourp Have ToLD THEM——fays my - - 
dogmatical Inſtructor. But by what Law 
was J then obliged to tell them every thing 
that he now ſays I ought to have told them? 
E faid what was ſufficient for my Purpoſe ; 
and to have added what he fo poſitively 
“ee Rn. b dictates, 
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dictates, would have beed immethodical, 


and impertinent. 


. 


What he ſays from the Bottom of the 
1th Page to the Bottom of the 23d is 
partly true, but nothing to the Point ; as 
not affecting me, who never deny'd it: 
Partly, I think, not true; but I have no 
more to do with it, than any body elſe; 


and therefore ſhall not trouble myſelf about 


it. I only obſerve, that had a Quaker, or 
an Infidel been Author of This earneſt, and 


ſerious Anſwer ; he could not well have 


reflected with more Virulency upon the 
Clergy of our Church, than in theſe Ex- 
preſſions. How ought every one to be 
frighted at the Thought of deſiring, or 
4 ſeeking a ſecond Living, or of rejoicing 
© at great Pax, where there is but little 


© Duty!” * It is look'd upon as lawful 


to get ſeveral Preferments; and to make 


| © a Gain of the Goſpel by xirING others 


& to do Duty for us at a lower Rate— 


It is look'd upon as lawful for the Clergy 


« to live in State, and Equipage, to buy 


Purple, aud fine Linen, out of the Re- 
„ yenues of the Church, Sc.“ With 
much more to the ſame Purpoſe. But 
now ſuppoſing all this to be /awful, Sc.“ 
Reflections, caſt upon them, without any 


manner of Ground from Reaſon, or Scrip- 

ture; as I could eaſily proye ; But it is 
| 8 ä no 
45, ĩ 26 


\ 


* 


J 31 4 


no more my Buſineſs, than any other Cler- 
gyman's. And beſides it is needleſs; all 
theſe, and many more Invectives againſt 
the Clergy, and the Proviſion made for 
them (which God knows is, in the main, 
little enqugh) having been long ſince fully '. 
Aer. tny mT 
P. 23. But fince the Doctor has not 
& look'd at this Matter, c. he can't well 
<« be excus'd from that Half-thinking which 
he ſo much reproaches in others.” That 
is, L am a Half-Thinker ; becauſe I have 
not SAID every thing, whether to the Par- 
poſe, or not, aBouT every thing I had oc- 
caſion to mention; and becauſe I do not 
multiply Words, juſt as He is pleaſed to 
, oh EG. 02 re als 
P. 24. But I muſt farther obſerve, 
« that there is yet more of Snare, and De- 
< ception, in what the Doctor has here ſaid 
« of This Matter.. For the Reader may 
« thereby be eaſily brought into a Belief 
© that Things in themſelves indifferent, and 
innocent are not the proper Subjects of 
_ © Religion, or Means of advancing in Pie- 
* ty.” How 10? Does it follow that be- 
cauſe Things in themſelves indifferent and 
innocent, are not to be abſtain'd from, as 
' 5 forbidden, and uwnlawfuf;, therefore they 


& 


are not | in any reſpect] the proper Sub- 
jects of Religion, or * of ad vancing in 
ö  Viety e And that he need not bring 


« himſelf 


* 


[ 32 ] 


“ himſelf under any Laws of Religion, con- 
« cerning ſuch Things. Whereas nothing 
c can be more contrary to Truth, or more 
«© hurtful to his Piety, than ſuch a Belief” 
How do my-Words ſo much as intimate 
that he need not bring himſelf under any 
Laws of Religion concerning ſuch Things? 
There are doubtleſs many Laws of Reli- 
gion relating to them ; that is, to the ſober, 
and temperate Ule of them with regard to 
Ourſelves; and the charitable Uſe of them 
with regard to Others, as in the Caſe of 
avoiding Scandal, or giving Offence to weak 
Brethren. And do I affirm any thing to the 
Contrary ; becauſe 1 affirm, that being in- 
nocent and indifferent in themſelves, they 
ought not to be wholly abſtain'd from as 
forbidden and unlawful * This Writer 
Himſelf makes the Diſtinction; and pre- 
tends I did bt make it, which T have 
ſhewn to be falſe. He ſuppoſes me to ſay 
juft what he pleaſes, contrary to my plain 
Words ; then upon That Suppoſition 8855 
on declaiming, and reviling me. 
4 29. © Eating, Drinking, Sleep 
« ing, Dreſſing, Reſting, Labour, Conver- 
« ſation, Trade, Diverſion, and Money are 
« ijn themſelves indifferent, innocent, and 
« uſeful. But ir is in the religious, or ir- 
religious Uſe of theſe Things, that ſome 
People live up to the Spirit of the Goſ- 
hey pel, and others wy * to it.“ + 
| his 


F 23 1 

This Subject he ſpends near ſix pages: And. 
whom does he oppoſe? Not me, I am 
ſute. Does he think I never heard of that 
common Saying, perimus licitis? 775 that 
1 know not the Difference between Uſe, and 
Abuſe, ? He indeed confounds them; but 
1 do not. | „ Qur Souls (ſays he) may re- 
« ceive an infinite Hurt, and be render'd 
« incapable of all true Vertue merely. by 
8 the Die of innocent and lawful Things. 


* By the Abuſe, if he pleaſes: But that is 


ſomething more than merely the Uſe. And 


alter ends; ; „ How can all theſe: Evils 


te which ariſe from the Uſe of theſe Things 


1 a eee. and def. in benen 


IS... . 
Gert, 


For the reſt 33 what is contain d in 


| theſe, fix Pages) I only make a few ſhort 
Obſervations. When he ſays Trade, and 
Labour are innocent, be contradicts his own 
Doctrine in his, Chriftian-Perfeion ; as I 


ſhall ſhew hereafter. In his Enumeration | 


of innocent, and indifferent Fhings, be omits 
all Diverſions; except. Converſation; where- 
as I think there are other Innocent Diver- 
ſions: He teaches: us that the hot wy 

« of Religion is to ſeek only 1 


not the Pleaſure of various Tae i in ir 


« Food. & Now I think it is 
and innocent, in ſore meaſure, with 
ration, ane 99 — 
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the Pleaſure of | Taſte (even of various 
Taſtes) in our Food. And how, and where 
has He prov'd that it is bt? P. 25. He 
has theſe Words. What "Senſuality of 
a Piſcourſe ſhall We not evbry f Day g fall 
«into; unleſs it be a fi Law to us, to 
ſpeak of 10 other Joy in our Food, but 
© that which is expreſsd by our Grace be- 
fore, and after Meals? To ſay This is 
1 is good Drint, and to 
ippear in Any degree pleas'd that it is ſo, is 
it ſeems, Senſuality of Diſcourſe, or atleaſt 
has a ſtrong Tendency rowards ſuch Sen- 
ality : It ought to be a ft Law to us 
not to expteſs any ſuch Pleaſure. What is 


— 


quoted, ſays ſomething, as diſapproving of 


not?? : rs = 


8 might here obſerve upon This Article of | 


7 


{ 35 ] 


tian, than Thoſe who are altogether abſte- 


* z 


Mons. The Former could, with Tempe- 
| rance and Sobriety, gratify themiclves more; 
but wil} not. The Latter by total Abſte- 
miou(neſs may have no ſuch Appetites, but 
the contrary ; and ſo exerciſe rb Self- denial 
at all. If it be ſaid, that, however, they 
exercis d a great deal of it, before they 
brought themſel ves to ſuch a Habit; I an» 
ſwer, perhaps they did: But who required 
theſe Things. at their Hands? 


* 40 ? * 


P. 28. That which is to direct our 
« Prayers, and govern us at Church, muſt 
with the ſame StrifFneſs direct our Con- 
« aer/ation,..and govern our Dealings in 
« common Life.” No I think the f. 
eff Rules: of Religion require not the ſame 
Stritineſs in our Converſation, Sc. as in 
our Prayers, and at Church, Let the ju- 
dicious Reader judge. We muſt dreſs 
or go to Prayers.” Not quite, I con. 
ceire. That is, we muſt no more dreſs 
to be ſeen, and admir d by others, than we 
muſt give Ams, or make Prayers for the 
bs — Reaſons.” We ſhould certainly not 
give Alms, or make Prayers, to be ſeen of 
Men: Our Saviour forbids Both; But he 
ſays not the ſame of Dreſs, nor any thing 
at all about it: And ſure, according to the 
Nature of Things, we may dreſs to be ſeen. 
Our Habit ſhould be clean; decent, comely: 
f! EY ons 
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cent Recreations: 


(3: 
And to what Purpoſe is it fo; if it de not 
ber Word admired I ob- 
ject nothing; tho perhaps ſomething mate- 
rial might be objected even to That; with 
relation to ſome certain Perſons, and Cir. 
cumſtances. - | 


„ * Yet the Dolidribaiplaine of the 


« Tr 40 n Chriſtian” Perfection; be- 


cauſe Chriſtians in Sickeſs, get 5, and 
Dejeftion of Spirit are there ſolely di- 
ba 9 to ſeek for- Comfort and Refreſh- 
“ ment in God alone. I ſpoke nothing of 
Sickneſs ; and did not think of it: I ſpoke 
of G ref, and Melancholy; which TI inti- 
mated it was awful to divert by inno- 

The Cafe of Sickneſs is 
quite different. And the Doctor might 


« 


as well be angry at the Goſpel for having 


made no mention of warldly Amuſements | 
« proper for /ick, and iftreſed Chriſtians, 


e as at the 7 reatiſe upon Chriſtian Per- 


« fettion, for not having done the ſame. 5 
* anſwer, there is this Difference. - The 
Goſpel is only filent about worldly Amuſe- 
ments; the Treatiſe upon Chriſtian Per- 
ſecdion, condemns them. © 

Ibid. If I ſhould fee a 2 Mai Fel 
10 ling a Roſe, cating an agreeable Fruit, 
i or diverting himſelf with a Child; I 
« ſhould not call him from ſuch ' ſinful In- 


* dulgences.“ Now! ſhould, if they were 


4 uſer” Lets ng But what a 
whimſical 


I 37] 


whimſical Idea is a /ich Man's ſmelling @ 
Roſe, Sc. I neither-ſpoke, nor thought of 


a ſick Man; nor (in this Place) of ſmelling 
4 Roſe neither. But if he wanted Com- 


“fort in his State; I would no more direct 


him to any thing but the great and ſolid 
«Comforts that are to be found in the 
« Love, and Goodneſs of God, than I 


« would direct him to another Saviour, 


than Jeſus Chriſt.” No more would 

in Sickneſs; eſpecially ſuch Sickneſs as is 
near Death. To talk of Amuſements, Di- 
_ verſions, and Recreations, in ſuch a Caſe, 
would be both abſurd, and wicked. But 


what is all This to Me again? Do I fay 


one Word about it? 4 0 

P. 30. To tell Chriſtians that in ſore 
«. kinds of Trouble” [This is to the Pur- 
poſe; I do ſay that in ſome kinds of Trouble 
it is lawful to uſe ſome Recreations and Di- 
verſions: ] © they might juſtly ſeek for Re- 
lief by reading a Play, or wanton. Bu- 
« colick, inſtead of the Goſpel —*, How 
comes This in? I ſaid nothing of Plays, 
or wanton Bucolicks, or any Bucolicks at 
all; nor were they the leaſt in my 
Thoughts. The Converſation of Friends | 
take. to be the beſt of all Diverſions; eſ- 
pecially for the Perſons of whom I was 
ſpeaking. Not that I know any Harm in 
a Man's diverting himſelf with reading Te- 
rence's Comedies, or Sophocles s Tragedies, 
CG Es or 
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or even ſome modern Plays; er Virgil s, or 
hbeocritus's Bueolieks, and that too, tha“ 
there ſhould; be ſome what of Wantouneſs in 
them; as there is but very little. He muſt 
be 4 very injudicious Man, as well as a 
wretched Chriſtian, who in reading the 
Heathen Poets, and ſuch like Authors, 
whether ancient, or modern, cannot ſepa- 
rate the Gold from the Droſs; reap much 
Benefit from what is good in them, and be 
not at all infected, or defiled with what is 
evil. But why thoſe: Words inſtead of the 
Goſpel ?:\. Who was ever prophane enough, 
or. Foot enough, to ſay that ſuch Books 
may be read inſtead of the Goſpel? That, 
no doubt, ſhould be read, and ſtudied chief 
, or above all things: But does it there- 
Fore follow that we muſt-read | nat hing elſe ? 
Or that, if we read the Claſſcts, we muſt | 
ot read the Bible ? To tell them (he 
4ays) „that they might ſeek for Relief by 
reading ſuch Things inſtead of the Go- 
“ ſpel, would be the ſame Abſurdity, as to 
have told People, in our Saviour's Time, 
< that in ſome Sorts of Diſtreſs they might 
« juſtly have recourſe to Simon Magus in- 
« ſtead of Jeſus Chriſi. Let him enjoy 
his Saying with all my Heart; tho I think 
it is a ſtrange one: Who ever feld them 
any füchhingg ?? % n 
id. But now to look back alittle,” 
I wonder he is not- n * 
ud „ Lack; 


N a . —_ rnb. . . "a ed EVE. 


[ 39 } 


ce have that the Doctor's Di ſcourſe 
here it is not diflik'd) muſt do great 
4 Hort, and have: dreadful. Effects, (Sc. 


4 The one Sort id ſe2/3 up in a. falſe Secu 


« rity, -feeping in the Chambers of Death, 
* he _ Oil in their Veſſels; the 
e other it bern, and diſcourages from 


45 their piogs EHaeutiont of trimming their 


&, % Ge.” This he has mewn 3 


what ia in\bis of ewing, he has {ad 
it. is in . Way of frm in m Way, =o 


45 n . in every Particular. 
| propoſes, p. 31. to © lenden 1 
5 — but plain Account of the whole 
A Nuran, and Ground of tbe Cbhriſtiqn Re- 
in.. This he does for neat 40 Pa- 
94 430 ſuch àn Account it ix, as is alto- 
gether ſingular; purely — of his 
dun Imaginatiou; founded upon no Rea- 
ſon or Scriprure; but much of it cbntrary 
to Both. A I have no more to do with it, 


than any body elſe; I ſhall only make a 


few-'curſory Obſetvations updn it; and, 
for a Sample, tranſcribe a few: Paſſages of 

it: Tho even That will be Anfwer ſufff. 
dient. He tells ud that Lucifer. 5 and His 
Angels, before their Fall, were in the Place 


Where This vibe 
— 


ally whoreas I. thought they 
| had 


back; conſidering what he has written. 1 


it, chat is #rov'd it, ta de maſt wick 


World now ſtands, and 
75 22 tie Place of thekr ; 
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[40] 


| had been in Heaven, and were caſt "out, 


from thence; The Augelr uubo kept not their 
_ firſt Eſtate, but loft — tation, 


ſays St. Jude. That Darkneſs was an the | 
Fac of the Deep at the Creation; becauſc 
4 


allen Angels, ee the. Divine L. 
IHE #. them * brought their 
Kin — into Darkneſs, Groſſeſs, — 


and Diſorder : [Does This Stuff deſerve 
an Anſwer ?] That when | Moſes ſays, in 


the Beginning God created the Heaven, and 


the Earth, he means after the Fall of the 


Rebel Angels; and that This Creation, or 
rather Reſtoration, was made out of the 
Materials. 4 Tum ruin d Angelical 
Kingdom: That © the firſt Man came. into 


0 this World iv that ſame glorious Body, 
% in which, after the Reſurtection, he ſnall 


« be like the * n in Heaven.” / Upon 


This laſt, Mrs. ourignon talks much at 
che ſame rate. But how came they by 


their Intelligence here? Does not This 


look like adding to the Scriptures, and 
being wiſe and knowing, above that aubich 
is written? For as to a Perſon's being 


. himſelf inſpir d; I will never believe it, till 

he proves it. P. 40. He calls the Fr 

Fo us the inſpoken Wordof Grace. To put 
ch 


fantaſtical Cant Names upon the Ma- 
— y of the Great God, the Holy Jeſus, is, 
_ Prophaneneſs.: And he is Elſc- 


where as AAS ** the three Per- 
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[ 41 |] : 
fons of the adorable, and ever bleſſed Tri- 
nity: ©* Man (ſays He, P. 31.) was cres 


« ated a living, real, perfect Image of the 


„Holy Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy 


« Ghoſt, This I have largely explain'd, 


s and proved elſewhere.“ Referring us to 

his Grounds, and Reaſons of Chriſtian Re- 
generation. In which, he has neither ex- 
plain d, nor prov'd any thing; but with- 
out Explanation, or Proof, thrown toge- 
ther ſuch a Heap of monſtrous Enthuſiaſti- 
cal Abſurdities, and Impieties, unintelligi- 
ble Jargon, and raving Dreams, as in my 
Life I never ſaw Before. I appeal to the 
World; let any Man in his Mits read, and 
judge. As to the preſent Point; that Man 
was made in the Image of God is certain; the 
Scripture ſays ſo: But that He was © crea- 


ted a PERFECT Image of the Holy Trinity, 
« Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt,” how dares 
this Man affirm ? Why, he has exp/ain'd it, 


and prov'dit, in the Treatiſe he refers to. Let 
us ſee how'*. © Man was created by God 
after bis own Image — a living Mir- 


© rour:of. the Divine Nature; where Fa- 


&« ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, each brought 
forth their own Nature in a CREATURELY 
« Mannzr As the Son, who is the Be- 
“ gotten of the Father, is the Brightneſs 


&« of. the Father's. Glory, and the Holy 
* Ghoſt proceedeth from the Father, and 


1 A See 
Gteundi and Reaſons, &c. [At the Beginning! 
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the Son, as an r amiable, moving 855 of 
Both; so it was in this 860 Image 
« of the Holy Trinity. In 11 the Fa- 
« Fher's Nature generated the Divine 


„Ford, or Son; and the Holy Ghoſt pro- 
«© ceeded from them Both, as an amiable 


« moving win of Both. Tunis was the 
« Likeneſs, or Image of God, in which 
kc. ek _ Man was created, a true OGH. 


4 of God, in whom the Divine 


mY 1% ſprung 1. AS IN THE DIT TH; 
« here Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt 


K SAW * THEMSELVES IX 4 CREATURELY 
% MAN NER. In the Divine Nature the 


* Father cannot paſſibly be ſeparated. from 
the Son, nor the Holy Ghoſt from Both, 
r Either of them. But ſuch Separa« 
tion COULD come to paſs in the Tuixirr 
© BECOME” CREATURELY, or in the ore- 
ated living Image of the Trinity. If 
. _ Separation could not haye hap- 
2 Man could not have fallen out r 8 
« Payadiſe : For ſo long as. This Image 
4 of. the Holy Trinity continued unbrolen, 
« ſo far it muſt be in Par adiſe, Heaven, 


e or the Kingdom of divine Joy . But that 


this Separation could dapper 38 this cre- 
< ated Image of the Trinity, vis. that 


* the Birth of the Son, and the Ariſing, 


« or Proceeding. dt the Holy Ghoſt: cou 


2 4 be 'ſeparated, or loft, is alſo certain ; 
* W 2 1 is worry Een out of Pa- 


5 - A 2 2 £27 3 < * * = * * 4 . _, 
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8 : : X of 
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„„ FC 
« radife, into this poor, wretched, periſh- 
able World.“ I have tranſcribed This: 


and tho one would think that is enough; 


yet Lask, iſt, What Explanation, what 


Proof is here? For we were promis'd Both, 


when we were refer'd to this famous Work. 
Why, here is Explanation by Words 


which are themſelves inexplicable; and - 


Proof by mere Gags. and Afirming : 
For there is no more Explanation, or real 
Proof throughout the whole Pamphlet, 


than in this Part of it which I have quoted. 


2dly, Becauſe God ſays, /imply, and with- 


out any Explication, or Diſtinction, that 


Man was made in his Image; does it 
therefore become this Writer to take ſuch 
an aſtoniſbing, and wnheard-of Liberty with 
the three glorious Perſons in the tremen- 
dous Godhead, talking of Them, and their 


diſtinft Relations tn Man their Image, as 
familiarly, and poſitively, as if he were of 


their Council, and knew the deep, even the 
deepeſl Things of God; without the leaſt 


Warrant from Scripture, or one fingte Hint 


in thoſe ſacred Writings tending that Way? 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, each 
« brought forth their own Nature in 4a 


« creaturely manner ?'—The Holy Ghoſt 
« au amiable living Life of the Father, 


« and the Son? olga erm the Di- 
dine Birth ſprung up as int 
«* -where Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ſaw 
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„ 
& themſelves in à creaturely manner 9” 1 
will not re-tranſcribe any more. All I can 
ſay is, I am perfectly amazed and con- 
founded — As to the reſt, I leave the 
Reader to his own Thoughts. For Men to 
talk without any Ideas annex'd to their 
Words, underſianding neither what. they 
ſay, nor whereof they affirm *, upon any 
Subject whatſoever, is contrary to Reaſon; 
but to talk ſo of the three divine Perſons, 
in the adorable Trinity, and in ſo poſitive, 
and peremptory a manner, is, I think, ir- 
religious, as well as irrational. But we 

return to the earneſt, and ſeriaus Anſwer. 
P. 34. And when as many thouſand 
„ Years were gone through, as there had 
been Days in the Creation, this whole 
% Frame of Things was by the laſt puri- 
* fying Fire to have been raiſed from its 
te paradiſical State, into which it was put 
* at the Creation, into that fir ſt heavenly 
* Brightnefs, and high Degree of Glory, 
in Which it ſtood before the Fall of Luci- 
* fer.” Theſe Wards contain four Propo- 
fitions, (which I will not be at the Trouble 
of drawing out in Form, let the Reader do 
it himſelf, if he thinks it worth his while) for 
which there is not the Jeaſt Foundation, ei- 
ther in Reaſon, or Scripture ; yet aſſerted 
as dogmatically, as if they were either 


141 


ſelf-evident, or as demonſtrable as any Pro- 
poſition in Euclid. 

P. 38. Many learned Men, either not 
« ſeeing, or not loving, or being afraid ta 
& WH it, [meaning the Doctrine of Rege- 
6c neration, as He ſtates it] have been 
« forced-not only to miſtake, but wholly 
« zg ſink the moſt ſolid, ſubſtantial, edify- 
ing, and glorious Article of the Chriſtian 
Faith. How modeſt; and how chart. 
table is This! One learned Man (a moſt. 
learned one indeed) whom he particularly 
reflects upon, is the excellent Author of 
Regeneration ſtated, and explained, accord- 
ing to Scripture, and Antiquity, who ts *, 


and eyer will be, the Honour of our Coun- 5 


try. He cenſures ſuch Perſons for running 
from Book to Book, from Language to 
Language, conſulting all Criticks, to ſbew, 
&c. i. e. for being learned, and making 
Uſe of their Learning; I can make nothing 
elſe of it. „ If This (ſays he, P. 39, py 
« be the Uſe of Learning among ourſelyes, 
b we need not look at Rome to ſee what 
“ miſerable Work Learning can make with 
the Holy Scriptures.” If Learning can 
make e Work with the Holy Scrip- 
„ 


5 The great Dr. Waterland, my dear, ani ever 
honoured riend, was living, "when this was written; 
at leaſt T had not heard of his Death: which I now la 
ment as an inexpreſſible Loſs to our Church, . Na- 

tion; ang the WI ole Chriſtian World. 


„„ 
tures; what Work can Ignorance, and II. 
literature make with them? The Former 
indeed may do fo by Accident, through Pre- 
judice, or ill Deſign; but the Latter muſt 
do fo by its own natural Tendency. It is 
nothing firange, however, that Euthuſiaſm 
mould be no Friend to Learning: It was 
ever ſo, and ever will be. F 
P. 46, 47. He [vain Man, i. e. ſuch 
« a one as this Gentleman does not like] 
„ makes learned Appeals to Reaſon, and 
« Common Senſe, to judge between Him, 
e and the Goſpel.” | Why really, Reaſon; 
and Common Senſe are good Things; and 
We ſhall always ſtand by them; how little 
ſoever They, as well as Learning, may be 
liked by Others: But we do not make Ap- 
peals to Them to judge between Us, and the 
- Goſpel. We ſay the Goſpel is on our Side; 
and we only make uſe of Reaſon, and Com- 
mon Senſe, join'd with Learning, to judge 
of its true Meaning. Which is juſt as 
« wiſe, as to ask the learned Great, and 
* the worldly Few, whether the Croſs of 
* Chrift be not Fooliſhneſs, and a juſt Rock 
c of Offence.” Are Reaſon, and Common 
Senſe then as averſe to the Goſpel, as the 
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5 learned Greet, and the worldly Je were 
= to the Croſs of Chriſt? What can be a1 
= _ more ſcurvy Reflection upon the Goſpel, | 


than This? © Or to appeal to Fleſb, and 
Blood about the narrow Way to that 
Eds abr rm Kingdom 


— * 


LS. Ret Hed IDS, th 


Kingdom of Heaven, into which itſelf 


my 


cannot poſſibly haye any Entrance,” I 
ask again, are Reaſon, and Common Senſe, 


| (which are the Gift of God, no leſs than 


Revelation itſelf, are antecedent ta it, and 
pure ap concerning the Truth of it) as 
aver 


likewiſe is not for the Honour of the Goſ- 
pel . 


P. 49. © Our SaTvATiox wholly con- 


8 {ſts in the Incarnation of the Son of 


Cod in the Soul, or Life, of Mau. Tnar 
« muſt be DoNE,: and BokxN in Us, which 
« was DONE, and pox in the Virgin Ma- 


« ry.” Were ſuch Words ever heard of a 
mong Chriſtians Before? But it is not 


range that the Inucarnation ſhould be 
treated by him with no more Reverence 
than the Trinity. Thus again, P. 50. 
* A ſecond Adam, who was born of the 


„Virgin Mary in the ſame Degree of Per- 


« feQion, - in which the firſt Man was cre- 


K ated,” That is, according to Him, P. 35, 
37. in a pearly, paradiſcal, glories, Boay. 
1 never heard Before that our Saviour's 


Body was glorify'd, till after his Reſurrec- 
tion: That it was horn io is perfectly 
New. — Again, P. 51. Therefore if 
« we are to have the NATURE of CHRIST 


4 regenerated in Us {as in the Words juſt 
before he ſays we muſt have] — then 


8 


there 
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[ 48 09 5 
« ers is an, abſolute Neceſſ, ity that TnaAr 
* which was done, and born in the Virgin 


« Mary be alſo by the ſame Power of the 


” Holy Ghoſt done, and born in Us, by a 
&© Seed of Life, derived unto us by Chriſt 
er Regenerator. With more to the 


ſame Purpoſe, both Before, and After. 


Whether you conſider the Divinity, or the 


Senſe of This; could George Fox himſelf | 


haye out-done ie ? 

P. 53. © For the further, and full View- 
« of this important Matter, I refer the 
< Reader to another little Book which, if 
& J could. afford it, ſhould be ſent gratis 


-<« into all Parts ot the Kingdom.“ Thie 


Gentleman, it ſhould ſeem, has a compe- 
tently good Opinion of his Work. But 1 
heartily wiſn the Inhabitants of all Parts 
of the Kingdom (I mean the Common Peo- 
ple eſpecially) would read the hole Duty 
of Man, and the Chriſtian Monitor, rather 
Than the little Book upon the Grounds and 
Reaſons of © Chriſtian Regeneration, Sc. 
The re firſt tend to make them good, and 
ſober | Chri) ians; as the laſt does to make 
them ma Beſides the Specimen which 1 
have already given of this extraordinary 


Piece; how greatly muſt. every Pariſn in 
the Kingdom be edify'd, and inlighten'd 


by being told that the Soul of fallen Man 
« was ſomething that was depriv d of That 
mn Birth which was the * & its 

e lory, 


[49] : 
„% Glory, and which ſhould be That to it, 
« which the Son of God is to the Father; 
& it wanted that Spirit which was its ami- 
„ able Life; and which was to be That to 
« it, which the Holy Ghoſt is to the Fa- 
« ther, and the don: That the Soul was 
« ftill a Life Now. ſeeing every Life, 
« whether ſpiritual, or corporeal, conſiſts 
« in Fire, or rather is Fire: [Whereas I 
think a Spirit can't be Fire, becauſe Fire 
is Body, or Matter. ]“ That it was not 
the mere eating of @ Fruit that brought 
« Adam's Miſery upon him, but it was 
« the eating of a Fruit, as his choſen Means 
of entering into this World: God him- 
ſelf was not angry at all at a ſmall As 
« of eating a Fruit, and ſo in Anger turn'd 
Man out of Paradiſe, Sc. + Which I 
take to be contrary to Scripture : That 
[the Soul, by the loſing of the Birth of 
the Son of Gad in it, is become an aking 
* dark Root of Hire; and elſewhere, * 
«eh _ aark,.' raging, aking, Fire- 
« breath, that can draw no Light of Loye 
« into it:“ + With very many other Paſ- 
ſages of equal Weight, Nath, and Senſe. 
From P. 22. to P. 30. there is ſomething 
which, is called PRO: Proof of This ex- 
traordinary Propoſition, . That the Like- 
* neſs, and Image of God, in which Man 
was created, fignify'd thus much, that 
„ „ 
. 18, 1 . 1. 4 tl FIG 
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Thirdly, and Fourthly; J can 


[ 501 


(c Father, a and Holy Ghoſt, ach 


brought forth their own Nature in him; 


and in Fim ſaw themſelves in a Creature: 
„ Manner.” The Word Proof engaged 


my Attention very much; and I read the 


Whole with great Care. But notwith- 


ſtanding the formal Show of F ſs , Secondly, 
nd 'nothing 
of Proof; no Relation between the Premiſ- 


tes, and the Concluſion. Let Him judge 
who thinks ft to peruſe it; I am not af- 


fected by it: And I dare ay, This, with 
the reſt of the Pamphlet, is in no Danger of 


being Anſwer d. The Treatiſe is offer'd to 


the Conſideration of Ciao, and Deiſts : 


1 doubt it makes the Deiſts merry; as it 


makes all judicioys Chriſtians ſad. But to 
return again to the et, and ſerious An- 


ſwer. - 
. cc So that to be called to the 


"® Height of all Vertue attainable in this 
Life, however. exceſſive it may ſeem to 
< the Reaſonings of Fleſh, and Blood 


It does not ſeem exceſſive to my Reaſonings: 


Nor have I faid any thing againſt it, P. 56. 


* No Vertue therefore has any blameable 
6c Extreme i in it, till it contradicts this ge- 


c neral End of Religion, till it hinders the 


te Reſtoration of the divine Image in us, or 
** makes us leſs fit to appear amongſt the 


b Inhabitants of Heaven. Inſtead of Ex- 
treme in it, lay ae on one Side of jt; 


and 


THY. 


and I think ſo too: But I think withal, that 
the Exceſs of any Vertue (all Exceſs being 
vicious) does hinder, Sc. Abſtinence, Tem- 

« perance, Mortification of the Senſes and 
« Paſſions can have no Exceſs, till they hin- 
« der the Purification of the Soul, and 
« make the Body leſs uſeful, and ſubſer- 


vient to it.” True; but ſome Exceſſes 


of Abſtinence may not promote, perhaps 


may hinder, the Purification of the Soul ; 


and make the Body leſs uſeful, and ſubſer- 
vient: It may fill the Soul with Pride, 
| and the Body with Diſeaſes. © Charity 


> can have no Exceſs, till it contradicts 


„That Love which we are to have in 
« Heaven.” Charity includes the Love of 
God, and of our Neighbour. And it is 
certain we cannot love Gop exceſſively, or 
too much; nor our Nezghbours neither, 
with regard to the inward Temper and Diſ- 


poſition of our. Souls: We cannot wiſh their 


Happineſs too much, prey for them too 
ut with regard 
to outward Actions we may be drawn into 


earneſtly, and the like; 


many Errors, and unjuſtsfiable Practiſes, 


for want of truly diſtiuguiſbing the Circum- 


ſtances of Perſons, and Things, by a miſ= 
taken Notion of Charity, and Love to our 


Neighbours , nay, and by a miſtakes No- 


tion of the Love of God too. Till it is 


„ more than that which would lay down 


„its, Life eyen for. an Enemy.” If our 
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Charity be not exceſſive, till it exceed That 


of laying down our Lives for an Enemy ; 


Charity requires us to lay down our Lives 
for an Enemy, or at leaſt it is the Perfec- 
tion of Charity to do ſo. But is This true? 


abſolutely, indiſcriminately true? For an 
Enemy? For any Enemy whatſoever ; be 
his, and our Circumſtances what they will? 


Nay, Why for any Enemy at all? What 


Reaſon, What Scripture is there for This? 
Why muſt a Man ſacrifice his Life to ſave 


the Life of his Enemy? Our Saviour in- 


deed commands us to love, and do good to 
our Enemies: But where does either He, or 
any one of his Apoſtles command, or ſo 


much as recommend, our dying for them? 


He himſelf, it is true, who was God as 
well as Man, in the moſt publick Capacity 


laid down his Life for his Enemies: But 


thoſe Enemies were the whole World; and 


/ 


it was to, redeem them from Sin, and eter- 


nal Miſery. But does it therefore follow 


that it is Perfection, nay ſo much as Duty, 


or even a eee Aion, for a private 
37 


Perſon to dic for another. private Perſon, 
who is his Enemy? * Till it exceeds That 


* which the firſt Chriſtians practiſed, when 


4 they had all Things common.” Here 


again, if Charity be not Now exceſſive, 


till it exceeds. having 4, Things common, as 
among the FiRsT Chriſtians; then Charity 


requires us to have all Things common; = 
* a * | : — . a | ; lea R 


8 
leaſt tis the Perfection of Charity to have 
them ſo. This has been ſuggeſted by ſome 
of the Methodifts : And, if due Care be not 
taken, perhaps we may ſhortly hear more 
of it: Our Author, you ſee, comes into it; 
and the Conſequence of it muſt be the Dil. 
ſolution of Government, and human Society. 

The Difference between our Caſe note, 
when whole Nations and Kingdoms are 
Chriſtian, and That of Chriſtians in the 
Days of the Apoſtles, is ſo evident; that 1 
will not affront the Reader's Judgment by 
faying any more of it. Till it exceeds 

That of St. John, who requires him that 
« has 70 Coats to give to him that has - 

e gone.” Does this Gentleman then take 
thoſe Words in the ftrict Letter? If he 
does; how can he keep rwo Coats, or two 
Garments of any Sort, when there are ſo 
many who have none? Dill it is loving 
our poor Brethren more than Chriſt has 
“ loy'd us.” It ſeems then we are to love 

them as much as Chriſt lov'd us. This 1 

take to be. impoſſible: His Love to us was 

ö beyond the Powers of mere Man; tranſcen- 

: dent, infinite, not to be equal'd by us. 

« il it goes beyond the Command of 

: « loving our Neighbour as we love Our- 

: <« ſelves.” That we are to /ove our Neigh- 

$ bour as ourſeloes, is certain from Scripture : 

[ But how? Tn Kind, not in Degree; which 

| latter I * again to be impoſſible „Tin 
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[ 54 ] 
«. it forgets that our own Life is to be pre- 
4 ſerved.” Why fo? Ought we not to 
reſerve. our Lives in the ordinary Courſe 
of Things? ls it not our Duty ? In ſome 
. Caſes, indeed we. ought to. ſacrifice our 
Lives. But why is this Propoſition laid 
down in ſuch univerſal Terms? , Certainly 
the general Rule is to preſerve. our Lives ; 
tho' This (like other general Rules) admits 
of Exceptions. 
Upon the two. Articles of Temperance, 
and Charity, he repreſents my Doctrine 
as deſtructive of both thoſe Vertues; and 
Me as guilty of the moſt horrid Impiety 
in defaming our, Saviour's moſt holy Life, 
and miſapplying Scripture. A more hideous 
Outery could not-well have been made; if 
I had denied the Chriſtian Faith, or ex- 
ploded all Chriſtian Morality. And what is 
the Matter? Why, as to Temperance, I faid 


that our Bleſſed Saviour was. preſent at 


Feaſts; and at one of them wrought, a Mi- 
racle to make Wine, Sc. Serm. P. 17. As 
to Charity; I ſaid that we are to make 
Proviſion for our Families, our Wives, and 
Children; and not beggar, and ruin them, 
by giving 100 much to the Poor. Serm. P. 
7 - 
Upon the Firſt, he "a theſe Ws | 
« O Holy Jeſus, that thy Divine Life 
% ſhould by a Preacher of thy Goſpel be 


made a Plca for Liberties of Indulgence!” 


What 


121 


What occaſion was there for This ſeeming- 
ly devout, but really profane Exclamation, 
and taking the Holy Jeſus's Name in vain? 
War Libetties of Indulgence do I plead 
for from This Paſſage of Scripture ? Drink- 
ing more than is abſolutely neceſſary for 
the Support of Nature, and indulging 
ſomething to Pleaſure, and Chearfulneſs. 
And how does he- prove This to be in any 

Degree finful, or even indecent, or impro- 
per? According to his Cuſtom, he does 
not ſo much as attempt to prove any thing; 
but begs the Queſtion, and goes on de-. 

claiming upon Suppoſition of That which 
ought not to be ſuppos'd. He proceeds 
thus. If This Lawfulneſs i 1s well proved, 

_ © the Doctor may go on, and prove theſe 
© Tndulgences to be good, and pious; be- 
« cauſe what our Saviour work a Miracle 
eto promote muſt needs be eſtcem'd to be 
„ ſo.” This I deny: And here again he 
does not ſo much as attempt to prove it. 
Our Lord might work a Miracle in an in- 
different Matter, to give Evidence of his 

divine Power, and manifeſt forth his Glory. 

BF And fo the adding another Bottle, when 

Friends are rgoicing, may be made to be 
a Chriſtian Duty.” No ſuch Matter: 


J * * 


5 Not a Chriſtian Duty ; bat yet /awfnl, 
F and innocent. But the Gentleman ſeems to 
4 think that Diſtinguiſhing, even in the 


E Caſes, 1 Crreumſlance « 4 no Con. 
 frquener; 


186 
ſegaenc, in Argument ativn, and Contro- 
werſy. By the way, that low, paultry 
Expreſſion, adding another Bottle, might 
as well have been Apar d by ſo boly a Mri- 


| a upon ſo ſerious, and ſacred a Subj ect. 


P. 58. But the Doctor ſbould have re- 
« bur 4 that the Wine here ſpoken of,” 
Sc. And afterwards, « He fbould have 
« remember d, that it was Water only, 
600 Sc. Doubtleſs! I ſhould have remem- 


er 4 what neither I; nor any one elſe, ever 
heard of Before; that i is to lay, his ridicu- 


lous, ſenſeleſs Noſirum s, (as profane, a 
impious too, as ſenſeleſs, and ee 
Whimſeys of his own Brain, diluting 

glorious Miracle at Cana in Galilee "<a 


Nothing, or Nobody knows what; all im- 
poſed upon the learned World, purely be- 


cauſe he is pleas d to ſay it, with the moſt 
peremptory, and unexam pled. Confidence, 


without the leaſt Show, or Shadow of any 


Proof ſo much as pretended. to. Whether 
what I affirm be true, or not, let the Rea- 
der judge from the Man's own Words. But 
the Doctor SHOVLD HAVE REMEMBER'D, 


4 that the ine here ſpoken of was not 


« common W ine, and therefore has not the 
« leaſt Relation to our common Drinking ; 
ec that it was not Vine from the Juice of 


e the Grape, [ That's ſagacious and philo- 


ſophical; but however, I believe it was 
Pony the lame Sort. of "NW" . if it 2. 
wor 


% * 


57 


been from the Juice of the Grape; becauſe it 


js a Part of my Faith, that our Saviour had 


the Power of Creating :] That it had no- 
« thing init but vhat came from a heavenly 
« Hand: | Queſtionleſs ; bat what then ?] 


That it muſt have in it the Purity, and 
« Vertus of Him that made it. | This, 


to my Apprehenſion, is an odd Mixture of 
Nonſenſe, and Blaſphemy :] That it 
« had as good Qualities in it, and was fit- 


ted to have the ſame Effects upon Some 
« that drank it, as the Clay which he 
_< moiſten'd with his Spittle had upon the 
« Eyes of the Blind. | Exactly the ſame 
' Caſe! How ſtupid, and forgetful was I, 
not to RemeMBer This !] He snovurD 
© HAVE" REMEMBER'D that it was Mater 
« only ſo alter d, and endued with ſuch 
„Q Pualities as He was pleas'd to put into 


« 2; and therefore we may be ſure it was 


„ Water as highly bleſs'd for their Uſe as 


they were capable of : | The Reader muſt 


pardon me, if I make no more Reflections, 


till T come to the Cloſe of this curious Spe= 
culation: Tranſcribing is Toit: enough :] 


We may be ſure it was fitter to allay the 

« Fat; and iſorder of their Drinking, 
than if it had been Water 'unaltered by 
<' our Saviour. So that the Vater, when 
it Was made Vine, Was cooler than when it | 
was Water. And This we may be ſure of. - 
But 1 beg my Reader's Pardon: Here in- 
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[ 58. 


| deed I SHOULD HAVE REMEMBER D that 1 
f promis d what I am aſham'd to repeat.] 
To make them cooler (continues he) by 
giving them Water made fitter for that 
“ Purpoſe; and to raiſe their Faith by its 
„ MIRACULOUSLY SEEMING to be turn'd 
“into the beſt of Wine.“ Now I thought 
it had been miraculouſly REAL Wine; more 
than miraculouſly ſeeming to be ſuch, The 
re of the Feaſt thought ſo; and we 

y ſuppoſe Him to have been a good 
| Judge. But (ſays my Adverſary) * ac- 
dt cording to the Doctor's noRRID Ac- 
„ cour of this Miracle it muſt be ſaid 
that He thereby ſhewed his Approbation 
of continuing ſuch Pleaſures of Drinking; 
and has left us a Proof that We may do 
« the ſame.” Continuing? How Jong con- 
tinuing? No longer than they might do 
it with Temperance, and Innocency: I 
give no more horrid an Account of it than 
this. But as Objects of Sight are diſco- 
Jour'd by the indiſpos'd Humours of the 
Eye; ſo it is with reſpe& to the Fancy, 

or [magination. This Gentleman can con- 
ceive nothing in Converſation agreeable to 
Religion, but what is auſtere, gloomy, and 
adiſmal; and therefore figures to himſelf the 
Image of dur Saviour, cating, and drink- 


ing, and aſſiſting at a Feaſt, as horrid, 


Shocking, and 0 forth, P. 59, 63. N 
OG 


*P . 2 : 


= — <7 5.8 


> (what Occaſion 


« to it by 


If 4s 7 


| 1, without aig the leaſt Indignity, or 
Irre verence [ they are his Words] to our 
Bleſſed Lord, can imagine him adorably 
amiable upon ſuch an Occaſion. 
fays He never bat d: And indeed I be- 
 lieve ſo; to Jaugh 


Tradition 


ſeeming inconſiſtent with 
the awful Kum, and the ſerious, how- 
ever meek, and gentle, Majeſty of fo Divine 
a Perſon. Yet at This Marriage-Feaſt 1 


can conceive him with ſomething Hike a 
ſeweet and venerable Smile in his Counte- 
nance; not diſliking the innocent Pleaſan- 


try of 'the other Gueſts; tho' having No- 
thing of it Himſelf: But ſays our Author 


gave for ſuch a mon- 
ſtrous abuſive Clamour, let the Reader de- 


termine) © IT muſt farther v1nvicats the 


ie, 


and Example of our Bleſſed Lord 
« from the Indignity, and Trreverence done 
the Doctor. And fo after- 
wards +7 “Thus much may ferve to vi x Di- 


* carr our Saviour g holy Life and Exam- 


tinction from, 


| 


« ge from the ſhack? Miſappication the 


Doctor has made of it.” Here he tells 


us that when our Saviour ſaid He came 


eating, and drinking: (which Words of his 
I cited) © it was iy Oppoſition to, and Dif- 
John the Baz prift, who 
came eating only one Sort of Food +.” 
What Proof here again? I ſay on the con- 
N and [ appeal to the World whether 

c the 
+ P. 62, 63. 


s t P. 5. 
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the Truth of it be not plain from Scripture, 
that the Difference was This: John lived 


an Aſcetick Life, was auſtere, and rigidly 


.abſtemious ; our Saviour not. For the 
« Mortification of the Baptift (continues 


He) They [the Jews] condemn'd as 


coming from the Devil; and the Condef- 
<« cenſion of the Holy Jae in coming to 

< their Tables they accuſed as Gluttony, 
and Mine-bibbing. Coming to their Ta- 


bles? Was That all? Did He not eat, 
and drin at Thoſe Tables, as well as come 


to them? Why cateth your Maſter with 
Publicaus, and Sinners? ſay the Phari- 
ſees. Could the Jews accuſe him of Glut- 
tony, and . Wine-bibbing, for eating and 


_ drinking. nothing, when He at down at 


Entertainments? Now the Doctor (lays 


he) is PLAINLY doing what our Lord ac- 


< cuſed the Jews of: He with Them con- 
demns the Mortificationjof the Baptiſt as 
coming from the Devil. If the Man be 
really in his right Mind (and indeed the beſt 


Excuſe we can make for him is to ſuppoſe 


that he is xo?) my Anſwer to him is, that 
(Whatever is to be ſaid of other Matters) 
ſuch Slander, and falſe Accuſation certainly 
come from the/ Devil. Do I ſay that the 


Baptiſt s Mortification came from the De- 
vis Was I guilty of ſo horrid a Wicked- 
neſs? Which if I had been, I ſhould have 
deſerv'd to have been immediately ms 


% : * N % * 


Ta] 


by the Devil; and by him carry'd to Hell? 
Do I ſay one Word about 7% the Bap- 


tiſt; or ſo much ãs once mentionchis Name? 
Does my Doctrine in any Fart of my Diſ- 
courſe, which this Writer a 

by any ſort of the moſt remote Im plication, 
condemn i(Fobxy's Mortification- as coming 


from the Devil? What ſhall-we fay to theſe 


Things? Sure extraoramary REAL Saintſbip 


is not conſiſtent with ſuch Diabolical Ca. 
_ But he differs from the Jews in 


<, this, that he does not condemn, but ap- 
Froves 0 our Lord, as a Friend to Feaſts, 


e and erry-meetings. . do not, it 
ſeems, condemm our 13 T hope not: 
How could the Man ſo much as think that 
I ſbould, or could? Yet he poſitively ſays, 
I condemn» Fohy: the Baptiſt as having his 
Mortification from the Devil: And ſuffici- 


ently intimates that, with the Jews, I 


would haye-condemn'd Chriſt too, had not 
his Actions, in this particular, been agree- 


able to my own Inclinations. I approve 


of him as a Friend to Feaſts, and Merry- 
* meetings.” I anſwer; I not only 45 - 
prove of, but with the hambleſt Adoration, 
and Gratitude," . praiſe and glorify Every T 


THING our Lord did. But I did not ſay 


He was a Friend (I have no ſuch Wards) 


to Feaſts, and Merry-meetings : Which la 


Expreſſion by the w * | * think it 772 


|  reve- 
* P. 60. | | 


— _ — — — — — — — Wh Cree Dog erm . 
rer din n - — =; 
— * Or w 2 — 4 2 N * 8 

— — - 
1 — why a — — 2 Wr _ 
I Te ee NNN * * 3 
ä — 2 

— — 22 1 
. ö V o 

F * ; | _ - 

2 e 2 OY dro 


IE — 2 
- — — — . 
2 S > 7 < 
get ogy —— : Pn; 
A GET, SQ. l - r 
wy any oe 
A —— — — — S oy 2 
— — 3 ee” — og E 


—— — 
— A 


! 
1 
4 
. 
_ 

Y 


| 
: 
[ 1 * 
© 4 I 
1 
113 
ITE } 
4465 oe | 
np: 4 
14 
1 
1 i 
2 4 Þ 


— > SR Le we es * 


revetent, if not a 2 


6 1 08 n of the lear ned Phariſees”. 


to apply to our Sa. 
viotir: Tho' this Mriter does not. All I ſay 


amounts to no more than This: - that He was 
n Enemy to Feaſts, and did not diſapprove 


| of thaw as ##/awfub. 


Our Author takes Notice + of our Lord's 
converſing with Sinners; as with the Pub- 


licans; and the Woman of Samaria: And 


asks whether we may thence. conclude 


4 that the Lives of ſach Sinners were not 


A blameable in his Sight?“ And the Uſe 


He makes of This is to argue (in hit Way) 


that tho our Lord was found at Feaſts, yet 
he did not favour fuch Indulgences. I an- 
ſwer ; There is much Difference. between 


converſing with &#ners, | and converſing 
with them as Sinners; between 


ng 
7 Company with their Perſons, and partaking 


with them in: theit Sins. Our Saviour was 


not only found at Feaſts, i but partook of 
thoſe Feaſts; which He would not have 


done, had they. been in themſelves ſinful. 
Nay, he was not only preſent ar them, and 
Partaker of them; but was aſſiſting in one 


of them, by miraculouſly turning — into 


Wine. This Diſtiuction, one would think, 
is no mighty Difficulty ; and yet it is ſuch 
a one, as This Man's N Head 


could not, or would not, get over. 


In this Paragraph he mentions © the 


For 
+ bi, CF 


T3 © 
For my Part, 1 abhor the cg Sanctity 
of — ancient learned Phari and the 
no leſs proud Santiity of the modern un- 
learned Phariſees,” or Phariſaical Men: 
Such as are not only anlearned themſel ves; 8 
but envious Enemies of Thoſe who are 
learned, but not proud, or Phariſaical. 
In the ſame Page we have another Ex- 
clamation by Way of Apoſtrophe to our 
Bleſſed Saviour”, O Holy Jeſus, thou 
“ didft nothing of thy ſelf; thou ſoughteſt 
6 only the Glory of thy Father, Sc. 
This is to introduce ſeveral * Aſſertions; 
ſome of which he had laid down before, 
and I have taken Notice of already; others, 
which I have nothing to do with, ſome of 
them falſe, ſome not to the Purpoſe: Till 
ve come to theſe Words. 1 Tally, if 
; 4 our Saviour came eating, and ae 
and was preſent, as 1s pretended, 
„ chearful Entertainments, to ſbe his 
a” robation of ſuch Indulgence, &c,” I 
"_ ſay he was preſent at them 70: 
probation of them; as if he came 
kerb het Deſign : But this ſhews. that he 
2 did not diſapprove of them; which is ſaf- 
5 ficient for my Purpoſe. How came John 
„ the Baptiſt, that ſevere Maſter of Morti- 
* fication, to be a fit Preparer of the Way 
« to the Kingdom of Heaven? Surely his 
| 4. "Vplos muſt ery wrong - if ſuch Mortifica« 
| tion 
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tion was not right.“ Whoeyer faid ſuch 


our Saviour Aſapprov d of Johſ# the Bap- 
tiſt's Severity 9757 I. 

this Writer difputing RPA. 13 \ | 
So much for my horrid, and:ſhocking Aſ- ä 


ife? And with whom is 


ſertions with relation to Temperance ; a- 


1 


mounting, in ſhort, to This; That our Sa- 


viour was ſometimes at Feaſts; at one 
' wrought a Miracle to turn Water into 
Wine; therefore Feaſting is not abſolutely 


unlawful. Now for my no leſs damnable 


Doctrine about Charity. Our Author cites 


my Words, Serm. p. 60. bat, ſays the 


Half-Thinker, is not Charity to the Poor 


a moſt excellent Thing? And can I be Too 


Charitable? Can ] therefore beflow Too 
MUCH upon the Poor? I anſwer; Would 
you conſrder the other ſide ; ' you would per- 


ceive, that tho you cannot be too Charita- 


- ble, yet you may beflow too much upou the 
] 57 25 the Ruin of your Wife, and Chit- 
ren: Which is not Charity; but Madneſs, 


„ - 886 


1 


[65] 


aud a great and moſt | grievous Sin. Did 


you never hear that Charity begins at. 


home ? | Here he mangles my Words, by 


leaving out a very material Part of the 


Sentence: | Did you never read That of St. 
Paul; „ provide not for his own, and 
eſpecially thoſe of his own Houſe, he hath 
deny'd the Faith, and is worſe than an In- 
fel? Upon this Paſſage he thus animad- 


verts. P. 63, 64, 65. © The Doctor's Pro- 


« verb I ſhall leave to himſelf. But the 
“Text of St, Paul, which he has as gro/ly 


« miſtaken, and miſapply d, as he did our 
« Saviour's Miracle [juſt as much the one, 


« as the other] I MusT TAKE OUT OF His 
HANDS.“ What a Reſcue is here like 


to be! Let the Reader obſerve carefully. 
But firſt, ſuppoſe the Text alledg'd did not 


fully anſwer my Purpoſe ; yet is not the 


Thing true, that Parents are to provide for 
their Children? Is it not plain from Rea- 


ſon, and the Law of Nature, tho' Scrip- 
ture were filent concerning it? As, how- 
ever, it is not: Beſides this Text, ſee 
2 Cor. xii. 14. upon which thus Biſhop Tay= 
lor in his Holy Living; in which our Au- 


thor ſays every thing in his Books that of- 
_ fends me is again and again to be found *. 


That excellent Prelate, upon the Duty of 
Parents to their Children, writes thus.“ Pa- 


rents muſt provide for their own, accord= _ 
ing to their Condition, Education, and 


40 Employ- : 


P. 110, 
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Employment; | A Biſhop of Fincheſter's 
Children therefore, according to Biſhop Tay- 
lor, ſhould have more than 20 /. a Year 
among them, and not be bred Carpenters, 
Sc.] © called by St. Paul a laying up for 
« their Children, that is, an enabling them 


AI by competent Portions, [ This is almoſt, | 


if not quite, as wicked, as my ſufficient 
Proviſion, which has been ſo much ex- 
ploded:] „ or good Trades, Arts, or 
“ Learning, to defend themſelves againſt 


t the Chances of the World, that they may 


0 * 


not be expoſed to Temptation, to Beg- 
« gary, or unworthy Arts. And altho' 
This muſt be done without Covetouſneſs, 
without Impatience, and greedy Deſires 
of making them rich; yet it muſt be 
done · with much Care, and great Affec- 
tion, with all reaſonable Proviſion, and 
according to our Power : And if we can 
« without Sin improve our Eſtates for 
« them; that alſo is Part of the Duty we 
% owe to God for them *.“ All 1 affert 
amounts to no more than This; and is it 


4 
* 


c 


not true? No; it is act, according to 


this Writer; he ſets himſelf againſt it with 
all his Might, and fo do ſome other Pamph- 


leteers againſt my Diſcourſe. I intreat the 


Reader to peruſe True Spirit of the Metho- 


e nn , Mar a 
bleſſed Condition would the World be in, 


if 


8 Huh Living, P. 163. 


— ww Tz CT 3 % 2 cu- WW ou 


[6] 


if the Doctrines of theſe falſe Saints ſhould 


be follow'd ! All Things in common and no 
Proviſion made by Parents for their Chil- 
Aren. But after all, 2dly, How is this 


Text of St. Paul fo groſly miſtalen, and 
miſapplyd by me? St. Pauls Words 


«(he ſays) are quoted to prove that it is 


HMadneſs, a great and grievous Sin, for 


any one through Charity to the Poor 10 
< render himſelf unable to provide for his 


« Wife, and Children.” It ſeems then, 


according to Him, it is not a Sin to do ſo. 


Now the Apoſtle in this Place ſpeaks no 


< more about this Sin, than he ſpeaks a- 
60 gainſt the Sin of Matching, and Prayer.“ | 


So that, according to Him again, not provi- 


ding for one's Wife, and Children by giving 


to the Poor, is no more a Sin, than Natch- 


. ing, and Prayer. © Nay, what is more, 


« there is not in all his Writings, or in the 


whole New Teſtament, the leaſt Suppo- 


« /ition, or Hint, that ſuch a Sin ever 
“ was, or would be committed by any cha- 
« ritable Man.” Truly charitable, if he 


. pleaſes, that is, charitable with Wiſdom, 
_ Diſcretion, and Juſtice : But there may be 


ſuch a Thing as falſe, and miſtaben Cha- 


rity; and of That I was ſpeaking, © The 
« Apoſtle was ſingly ſpeaking of ſuch Wo- 


men as were to be taken into the Order 


* 


of Widows, — He ſays of any 


. Provide not, — i. e. if any Sons, or 
1 12 _ « Nepbews,. 


| 68 S 
« Nephews, having Mothers, or Aunts— 
take not Care to aſſiſt them, ſuch have 
e renounc'd” —— I anſwer, firſt, What 
if this general Maxim, If any Man ee | 
uot,— were laid down by the Apoſtle, 
upon a particular Occaſion ? Is it ever the 
leſs general, or the leſs trus for That? 
24ly, If People ought to provide for their 
Aunts; I think they ought much more to 
provide for their Mives, and Children; be- 
cauſe I take Them: to be nearer Relations. 
„This alone (continues he“) is the plain 
Doctrine of the Apoſtle; which the Doc- 
tor has graſty perverted to the condemn- 
e ing of that which He ever thought of, 
either there, or in any Part of Scrip- 
ture.“ St. Paul, belike, never thought 
ef ſuch a monſtrous Abſurdity, ſuch abomi- 
nable Wickeaneſs, as That of a Man's " "i 
_ widing for his Wife, and Children. Now 
1 have before referred to 2 Cor. xii. 14. 
And even here I ſhould rather imagine that 
when the Apoſtle ſpoke theſe general 
Words, concerning one's own, and Thoſe of 
one's own Houſe, he had ſome Thoughts at 
leaſt of Nives, and Children; tho' the Caſe 


of Mothers, Aunts, or Granamothers, was 


his more direct, and immediate Subject. 
This Text, one would imagine, has no great 


1 Difficulty in it: Let, ſince ſuch dreadful 


Objections ha ve been raiſed againſt the Uſe I 
W NE made 
P. 64, 65, 


3 1 . 
made of it, I have conſulted the learned 
8 Commentators (for tho This Gentleman is 


above that low Diſpenſation, I am not) and 
| find that they do not underſtand it of Mo- 
- thers, and Aunts only; but of near Rela- 
| rions, or Kindred at large. Suis, i. e. quo- 
| modbeunque propinquis, vel cognatione, vel 
= affinitate. So Eſtius, and V, _ Junc- 
' tris ſanguine, qui ſunt Ido. Grotius. 
| Maxime domeſticis, i. e. ſanguine proximis. 
: So Eſtius again. Our Author proceeds. 
| On the contrary, the Scripture a- 
7 * bounds with Paſſages that might per- 
| © ſuade us, that no Family could ever 
| be ruin'd by the Aims and Charity of 
E its Father.” The Texts he cites might 
WU have been ſpared: They ſpeak of true 
Charity, which I recommend; not of falſe and 
5 miſtalen Charity, which He recommends, 
7 Had any one (ſays he) in the Apoſtle's 
. « Time reduced his Wife and Children to 
Want by his great Charity to the Poor, 
the Apoſtle would have been fo far from 
FB * rebuking him as a balf-rhinking Fool, 
„ that he would have told him that he 
„had conſecrated himſelf, Sc.“ This He 


_ affirms, and This I deny: And as he pro- 
duces no other Proof, ſo I give no other 
: „„ 52 Rs | 
J will now ſuppoſe (adds He) that 
I © the Apoſtle had condemn'd a Charity in a 
1 "Fx A th | 


pr 0 Father 7 
P. 65, 66. | 


1 
Father, that was to the Detriment of 
„his Wife, and Children; I will put the 
following Caſe in as high Terms as the 
Poctor can well defire.” - Suppoſe that 
the Apoſtle had condemn'd a Charity that 
Was to the Detriment Then he ſup- 
poſes what J ſay to be true, I thin: And 
if ſo ; how does he put the following Caſe 
in as high Terms as I can defire ; when 
that Caſe is put to ſhew that what I ſay is 
not true? I can make no Senſe of This. 
But pray hear the Caſe. It takes up al- 
moſt two Pages *; and is, in ſhort, This. 
<< Suppoſe ſome good Biſhop, poſſeſs' d of as 
* rich a Biſhoprick as that of J/incheſter, 
„ ſhould live ſo frugally in Family Ex- 


EE pence, as to give great Sums to the Poor, 
„ and leave his Children 20 J. a Year a- 


“ mong them, to be bred Carpenters, and 
LTent- malers, as in the Days of our Sa- 


„ yiour, and his Apoſtles, Sc.“ I anſwer 


very clearly, and plainly; that the ſaid 
Biſhop would be a Madman; as mad as 
This Writer perſuades every body elſe 
to be. He fuppoſes that by this Con- 
duct the Biſhop would make his Children 
extraordinary good Chriſtians; and 1 ſup- 
poſe that he would make them the direct 
contrary: He ſuppoſes that they would re- 
joice in his Memory; and I ſuppoſe they 

would abhor his Memory : He 3 | 
1 Ro Fo” that 


* P. 66, 67. | 


ET] 


that ſuch an Example would id fair to 


— 


put an End to Infidelity; and I ſuppoſe 


that it would increaſe. Infidelity, by making 
Chriſtianity a Jeſt to Infidels: And ſo we 
have ſuppos'd on both Sides, and let the 
Reader judge. PF 
I now proceed (ſays he) to ſhew in 


« a more general Way, the | blameable 


NATURE, and Drxs16N — That 


«. again ] of the Doctor's Diſcourſe. Very 


well; let us ſee how he ſhews it. The 
« whole Chriſtian World, from the Time 


4 of our Saviour to this Day, has been 


« praying, thy Kingdom come, Sc. The 
« Fall of Man brought forth the Kingdom 
« of this World, Sc.“ And fo on for 


three Pages, ſetting forth what fallen Man 


ic, and what He ought to be; then he pro- : 


ceeds thus. 4 Can we look upon the 


Church of this Nation, as drawing near, 


% or even tending to this State of Perfec- 


“ tion?“ Ves, I hope, in ſome Meaſure; 
tho' not near ſo much as it ſhould, and as I 
' heartily wiſh. Can we be carried to any 
one. Pariſh, either in Town, or Country, 
vhere it can with Truth be ſaid of any 
« one Paſtor, and his Flock, that there the 
Kingdom of God is coming, and his Will 
<« begins to be done on Earth, as it is done 
in Heaven?” I anſwer, again, yes; I 
hope there is at leaſt one Paſtor, it not one 
OW, . | Flock, 
VVV 
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Flock, in whom the Kingdom of God is 
coming, and his Will begins to be done—— 


Tho", according to this humble, meek, cha- 


ritable Gentleman, there is not one Pariſh 
Prieſt of the Church of Eugland, who fo 


much as begins to be a good Chriſtian, He 


himſelf is not a Pariſh Prieſt : So all may 
be ſafe there. Can we therefore find 
*<-any one Pariſb where the Paſtor has not 

« great Reaſon to reject the Doctor's Dil 
<« courſe, and to pray both for Himſelſ, 
and his Flock, that they may enter much 
« farther into the Spirit, and Practice of 


* Chriſtianity, than they ha ve vet enter d, 


„% Sc.“ Do I teach that it is not their 
Duty to enter much farther than they 
have yet enter d? He goes on in his old 
Track, blundering, and ſuppoſing me to 


_fay- what I do not Tay. Becauſe Some may 


think they are not obliged to This, or 
That; therefore my Diſcourſe muſt be re- 
jected, in which J affirm no ſuch Thing, 


but the contrary. 


Ru; 72; < If the Caſe be ahos; if we 


„ ſtand at this amazing Diftance from that 


te State of Perfettion, —— does not Hea- 


den and Earth ſeem to call upon every 


* 1 er of the Goſpel to take to him- 
me Share of this miſerable State of 
cc « Things, and endeavour to conyince both 


 & Himſelf and his Flock, that they have 
not yet been Chriſtians | in true gr 


- 8 that | 


9 


, - F 9 * * : 2 * 5 
\ 
4 7 OY 7 


t that they have profeſſed Chrift with the 


& Temper. of Jews, . and Heathens, that 


cc they have not entered into the marrow. 


« Hay that leads to Life, Sc.“ So that 
all the Miniſters of the Goſpel (meaning in 
the Church of Zxg/and) not one, excepted, 
are not Chriſtians in true earneſt; they pro- 
fels Chriſt with the Tempers of Fews, and 


 Heathens; and , have not yet ſo much as . 


enter d into the narrow Way that leads to 


Life. And thus he perſiſts, for nine Pages 


together, calumniating, catechizing, repre= 
hending, inſtructing, exhorting, vilifyingz 


and abuſing; the whole Body of the Clergy 3 


laying the prodigious Wickedneſs of This 


Age, and Nation, in a very great meaſure. 
at THEIR Door. I ſhall not-trouble myſelf. 


to tranſcribe Teyeral wonderful Expreſſions, 
75 Aſſertions, contain d in thoſe Pages “. 
Let him, Who thinks fir, read them, and 


conſider them. 1 only. oblerye_ in this 


Place, and upon this Occaſion, that the 
Methodiſts, and Enthn/iaſts of all Sorts, (like 


the other Schiſmaticks, Hereticks, Papiſts, 


Infidels; and Atheiſts) level their Artillery 


againſt the Efabliſh'd Church of England; 


and none more, amotig them, than Thoſe 
who are Clergym#n themſelves. . As to tay« 
ſelf; 1 think they do ms: #. Peat deal of 
Honour, while ih their eight t 

upon that poor 8 8 of mine, theit 
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- Pamphlets . 


Topick : Anda firange oi e ee 
P. 80. To ash whether the Affiſtance 

* of the Holy Spirit is to be ordinary, or 
" tO Bay is\as needleſs and ground- 
leſs a Diſtinftion——T thought now it 
was a very needfut, and well-grounded Diſ- 
. finEtion ; and that there is much Difference 
het ween the 97 dinaryGrace of God, and ex- 
#faordinary” Inſpiration, like that of the 
poſter, who had the Gift of Tongnes and 
the Power of working Miracles —— 
As to ask whether a Miniſter of the 

| © Goſpel ought' to be an ordinary, or 
* extraordinary good Man.” The Caſcs 
| 2 different; as any one in his Senſes 
may eaſily perceive. ' But upon this Sub- 
et, from P. 80 to P. Bg. he all zlong con- 
founds ordinary Sanctifcation with extra- 
ordinary Inſpiration, and wa oh 
Powers, like Thoſe of the Apoſtles. Thus 
P.$x. © And all the Afi/tance or Renova- 
«© "70x of the Holy Spirit which an Apoftle 
might expect, for the Taifing his own per- 
ce ſonal Holineſs to its greateſt Height, or 
for enabling him with Spirit, aud Power, 
«to move, affect, and convert the Hearts 
« "of Men to the Faith of the Goſpel may 
«© be-juſtly expected xo by ſuch Miniſters 


0 


1 


4 of the Goſpel as do all that which an 
«6 Apoſtle did to obtain, and receive it.“ 
e P, 8a, ain his Compariſon he- 
tween the Afiſtances of human Learning, 
and the © A anees- of Divine, Grace; in- 
ſtegd of, between human Learning, and 
£Xþ nary. Supernatural Powers, as the 
Chet 81 15 7 Sc. Where, by the way, 
. Does an Editor of 
— or Virgil, receive ſuch 
ination. from Plays, and Poetry ?” 
a > Terence 4 Horace s, and Vi irgil's, 
Pl WS, and Poetry, run in his Head ſtrange- 
Iy. As for immoral Plays, and Playhouſes 
; as they now are; I deteſt them as heartily as 
| 1 But notwithſtanding his Averſion 
to Fe and the Claſſics, and all critical, 
and polite Learning; (ſhould ſuch Stu#jes, 
and ſuch Authors be. laid aſide, the noble 
and ' ſacred Science of Theology, . nay the 
Chriſtian Religion itſelf would be greatly 
prejudiced by it: And Ignorance, and Su- 
pidity,, Hereſy, and Infidelity, Enthuſiaſm, 
and Atheiſm would prevail, even more than 
they do at preſent. . © Do Cardinals, and 
« Pluraliſts [prettily. coupled 1] receive 
„ ſo much Uuction, and Aſiſtance from 
« human Eſtabliſhments as to need leſs to 

be led an govern'd. by the holy Spirit of 
God? Or will we fay, that 4 critical 
=” Study- of divided Languages, ¶ divided 
40 e ? what 2 Is he is that?]and 
d 2 | 4 
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. A Relig ion eftabliſhed in worldly Eaſe, 
c and Princy [He ſeems'mightily troubled 
at the humluin Eſtabliſhment, the 4% and 
Peace of the Church and Religion:] © are 
not only in themſelyes free from Danger, 
c and Corruption; but have ſo much of 
the Nature of che Fly Spirit of Cod in 
e them, that they can be to us in 5¹r * flead, 
cc and make his ſanttifyin Operations +4 
-- Wa) us needed i in a 46% 185 e N 

F. 83. „If the Rar Spirit de does not = 

i a ſich a Degree renew, quicken, move, 
10 an ſanttify our Hearts, and fill us with 
„ ſuch Degrees of divine Zight, and Love 
et as was done in the fr : ' Ages s\ M the 
te Church; it is not 'becauſe this ſancii hin 
- 8 irit Bas committed ſome Nart of his 
Tork to human Learning, and 18 be- 

_-« © conſ#ienty our Sanctiſer in a leſſer, and 
be ordinary Degree, . Z4 
P. 84. If therefore" we have any I De- 
i fire—ts ſatisfy the Wants and Neceſſi- 
ties of our Flocks, Sc.. OR Floc bs ? 
5 Where is 5;s Flock folded i 2 I never heard 
de had an He has not any Employment 

of That Kind himſelf; and ſo is more at 
leiſuro to abuſe T hoſe who have. After 
tis, he reſumes bis Inſtructions, Repri- 
mands, and'Exhortations to the Clerg y for 
nine Pages more; (in which, among ſeveral 
BET Wn wild; uu tale ren he 


Fae) The 4 
LAI 
5 
- 


2 


T1 
bas This, That the Office of Priefthood 
"i honourable, only in the fame Senſe as 
a pr Martyrdom is honou rable) and 

n 94,55 A 
„J believe 1 . not now 
254 185 Reader to obſerve that the 
or's Undertaking is further liable to 
ui theſe great Objections againſt it.” By 
the Word further one would imagine here 
ſhould be fomething - quite new: And yet 
tis little, or nothing, more than a nauſeous 
Repetition of what He has ſaid, and 1 
have anſwer'd, and expos'd ten times over 
already, '* Firft, that it calls us from the 
Au, and Danger of being righteous over- 
nuch; when we are always to own that 
© we are not righteous: enough.” I anſwer, 
firſt, ſome Readers perhaps may under 
and theſe Words as imply ing that I had 
not ſufficiently. Suarded againſt not being 


righteous enough. If they do, I defire them 


to conſider the very laſt Words of my Dif- 

courſe ;- beſides many other Paſſages in it 
| already taken notice of. Hut let ns not, 

to avoid Enthuſiaſm, Fall into Coldneſs, 
„„ Luke-warmneſs in Religion; nor be 
too little righteous, for Fear of being 
« righteous over-much.” To be 700 little 
righteous, and not to be righteous enough, 
are, to my Apprehenſion, the ſame Thing. 


Secondly, If bn 4 our wor” 1 righteous 
| enongh ES 


„ * % - 
"IP C : «,8F ? 
2 8 5 


1 


** 


n 
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teens e to he. ns lh ng * 1 
Frantick. Thouſands, very, an 
Lands, it is to, be hop'd, and verily by 
lieve, are in that de ——— enough. 
Thirdly, A Perſon who is. x:ghteous over- 
much is in an Extreme, in Ex Exceſs, i in Sin; 
and for that very Reaſan ung righteous. 4. 
vangb, However the Words may found, he 
Who ſeems to N his Duty in this Senſe, 
realhh, and in Truth, underrdbes it; or (if 
you pleaſe) does it not at all: I mean ſo far, 
or in that reſpect. wt Second. % (fays he) 
that it propoſes ts ſti ir us up againſt this 
— Sin and Danger, at a Time When this 
Nation is ia Danger of the ſevereſt Judg- 
| 817 ments of God upon it, for a general Ir- 
religion, and Profancnefa.” Fur cannot 
it - be in Danger from Both ? From 
Prof aneneſa on + % one hand, from Enthu- 
fiaſm on the other? So much has been 
aid upon This, both in my Sermons, and 
is che Pamphlet before referred to; that I 
mall add no more, only tranſeribe a few 


"Words from the latter. He [Dr. Trapp] 


< has ſhewn the Danger of bath Extremes, 
and 3 that over-much Righ- 
8 | LO el, Y 


bc as L 1 „ » we * 


79 
et geouſutſs encourages Profancneſs, and 
ene N , Infiaebity, ind fe. All 
«the World knows they play into each 
« '6ther's Hands; and do the Devil's Buſi- 
« neſs between them.“ Let it be ob- 


feryed, in paſſing, 
Profaneneſs as oppoſite to Euthuſiaſin; 


uſe the firſt Word in its more common, Ly 


ular Signification : For Enthuſiaſm it- 
ſelf is in 2 — 1 extremely rofane; and 


blaſphemous too: Of which 1 have, in this 


very Reply, given _ ſhameful and ſcan- 
dalous Inſtances. 

He ſays my Diſcourſe tends <« Thirdly, 
to lead the Clergy from a juſt Senſe of 


<'what the Nature of their Office, the Na- 


« ture of Religion, and the preſent State 
© of this Nation requires of them. It tends 


©. to raiſe an 7} Spirit in them, not only to 


« be content with an ordinary Degree of 


4 Piety in themſelves, and their Flocks, 
_ © but with a watchful and jealous Eye to 
* guard againſt all the Beginnings of un- 
© common; or more than ordinary SanQity 
« of Life, eſther in themſelyes, or others.” 


Abſolutely falſe in every Particular; as ap- 
[<p from what I have over, and over 
wn already : However, ſomething more 


ſhall be added in this Place. He cites theſe 


Words of mine, To what a Height of Fa- 


natick Madueſs in Doctrine as welt as 


Prattiſe, 
% Gus Spirit, Se. P. 6. 


that when 1 8 
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c 80 1 
Praiſe, ar? ſome advanced, who ſet -oiit 
ar firſt with an Appearance. of more than 
ordinary Sanctity in Prattiſe only * Then 
ſubjoins. Is not this -calling upon the 
« Clergy to beware how they admit theſe 
. ©. Beginnings of a more than ordinary Sanc- 
« tity, either in themſel ves, or thoſe com- 
4 mitted to their Care? No; nothing 
like it. This Paſſage he had perverted Be- 
fore; and I thought I had ſaid enough of 
it. [Sec backwards, P. 17, 18.3 Yet now 
he has it over again, with a'new Turn of 
Miſrepreſentation, and Falſhood. Do I ſay 
a Word about © the Beginnings. of a more 
ec than ordinary Sanctity of Life either ; in 
„ themſelves, | the Clergy] or thoſe com- 
e mitted to their. Care?” I lay, the Ap. 
pearance, i. e. the falſe Show of it, in the 
Perſons themſel ves; for I mention nothing 
of any beſides themſelves 3 not do I Wh 
_ of Clergymen in particular. Is an 
Appearance of Sanctity the ſame as the 
Beginning of Sanctity? This Man thinks 
fo, or talks as if he thought o: Take it 
which way you will, is ſuch a one fit to be 
diſputed with? - Ts jt not (continues he) 
E plainly telling them that they muſt ſticck 
« cloſely, and fteadily to ſuch. Sanctity af 
« Practiſe as may be called ordinary; © 
e elſe they will be in Fanatick Madnefs | p - 
The Argument ſtands thus. I tell the 
We orld? in ee, that ſome who ſet * 5 
; 5 7 


\ 


-” 


\ a i1 


firſt with an Appearance of more than or- 


dinary Sanctity in Practiſe only are come 


to a great Height of Fanatick Madneſs, 
both in Doctrine, and Practiſe: Therefore 
I tell the Clergy in particular, that they 
* muſt ſtick c/oſely, and ſteddily to ſuch \ 
« Sanctity of : Practiſe as may be call'd or- 
e dinary; or elſe they will bg in Fana- 


* natick Madnefs.” He goes on. © Here 


is no Force put upon his Words: A 
more than ordinary Santtity in Practiſe 


e only is mark'd out, Sc.“ As a Man may 


be certainly ſaid to have ſome Force put up- 
on him, when an Enemy, or @ Robber 
cuts off one of his Arms, or Thighs; fo, 1 


think, Words may be truly ſaid to have 


ſome Force put upon them, when they are 


mangled, and mutilated ; when ſome one, 


or more of them being left out, the Senſe. 


of thoſe which remain is entirely changed. 
1 faid, an Appearance (i. e. Show, mere 
Show) of a more than ordinary Santtitty : 


This Man quotes me, as ſaying a more than 
ordinary Sanctity; dropping "Thoſe Words 
an Appearance of, as if they ſignified juſt_ 
nothing. Yet there is 0 Force put upon 
my Words; none in the World. It is ab- 


ſervable too that Here, and in his other 


Quotation of this Paſſage, when he goes 2+, 
bout to make his own Ule of it, be retains 


the 'Word only after the Word Prac- 


Ziſe, moſt abſurdly, and ridiculouſly ; ſo 3s 
to make a Piece of Nonſenſe for me, which 


1. 


« 
. 


2 8. 
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I never made for myſelf... The Word, as 


uſed it, was proper, and even neceſſary; 
Doctrine as well as Pradtiſe being oppoled 


to Practiſe ox/y. But as He, in perverting 
the Paſſage, drops That Diſtinction, he 
makes the Word only to be downright Non- 
ſenſe. Here is no Force (ſays he) put up- 
„ on his Words; a more than ordinary 


« Sanctity in Practice only is mark'd out“ 


VUnleſs (which indeed, upon ſecond Thoughts, 
1 take to be his real Deſign) he would 
repreſent the Word ozly as agreeing with 


more than ordinary Santtity, as thus; © only 
a more than ordinary Sanctity in Practiſe 


, is mark'd out as the genuine natural 


« Cauſe of Fanatick Madneſs.” And what 


a Perverſion of Words that is, let any Read- 


er determine. Be that as it may; a more 
than ordinary Sanctity, it ſeems, is by me 
« mark d out as the genuine natural Ca ust 


of fanatich Madueſs ; and therefore the 


< Cavst is equally condemn'd with the 


„% ExrtcT:” That is, a mare than ordi- 


nary Sanctity is by me equally condemned 


with Fanarick Madneſs. ft, I ſay again, 
that I do not ſpeak of a wore than ordi- 
nary Sanctity; but of the Appearance of 
it. adly, I do not ſay that even That is 
the Cauſe of Fanatick Madneſs. Do I uſe 


the Word Cauſe, or any thing like it? Can- 


not two Things coexiſt, or the one follow 


the other; without their having the Rela- 


A 


1 83 = 
tion of 2 and Efect between them ? But 
as our Aythor's Argumentations, in all his 
Works which I above mention d, perpetu- 
ally pregced upon the groſſeſt and ſillieſt Fal- 
lascies, f ſuch as Petitio 4 rincipii, 7 E- 
enc hi, Fallacia Accidentis, A dicto ſecundum 
quid ad dictum. ſempliciter, &c. which even 
natural Logick, without the Aſſiſtance of 
artificial, might pretty well guard againſt ; 
1 15 here falls into another ridiculous Pa. 
alagiſm, That of Non cauſa pro cauſd. 
14 Tad he meant (ſays He) that his Reader 
& ſhoyld not have che ſame Diſtile of the 
one as of the other,” | i e. of 4 more than 
ordinary Sanitity, as of Fanatick Maaneſs.| 
or had he been afraid of his doing ſo; 
% would he not have put in a Word in 
* Payour of a wore than ordinary Saucti- 
„ ty'of Life;' would he not have ſaid that 
e he did not intend to blame That, or at 
64 leaft not ſo much as the other? 2 Once 
more, I was not There ſpeaking of a more 
than ordinary Sanctity, but of the Appea- 
rauce of it: And IJ once more tell this 
Gentleman (and intreat him not to forget 
it) par the Appearance of a Thing, and 
the: Thing itſelf are not the ſame. Beſides ; 
I have 1 in other Parts of my Diſcourſe ſaid * 
much in Favour of @ more than ordinary 
Sanctity; if a SanQity, according to the 
e Precepts of the Goſpel, may be cal- 
- yn But 1 a Word "of his (con- 
L 2 ine 


WE, 


„ 
tinues He) a more than ordinary Sancti- 
ty in Practiſe only, and Panatick Mad- 
neſs, are conſiderd as Cauſe and Effect; 
and left in the ſame State of Condem- 
“ nation, to be e e K. Y guarded againſt, and 


1 
cc 


* 


* 
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avoided by the Reader.” I appeal to 
That Reader, whoever he be, provided 
only he be in his Senſes, and able to diſ 
tinguiſh the moſt diſtinct Things from one 
another; whether This be not an In- 
ſtance of ſhameful Ignorance, or more ſhame- 


ful Fraud and Calumny. 


P. 96. to P. 102, © And here I cant 


_= help addreſſing myſelf, with great Aﬀec- 


« tion, to all my younger Brethren of the 
« Clergy.” Mighty ſolemn, and gracious ! 
He had Before liberally beſtow'd his Re- 


8 prehenſions, Inſtructions, and Exhortations 


upon the Clergy i in general: Now, for ſe- 


ven Pages more, with the ſame E Epiſcopal, 
or rather oftolical Air of Pato Love, 
and Supermrendency „he admoniſhes the 
younger Clergy in particular: Who, 1 


hope, will have more Grate, and 2 


Senſe, than to take his Advice. Moſt of 
it, I mean: For ſome of it is very good; 


tho? I think it does not become Him to 
ive it, Who made Him a Cenſor, and - 
fructor, over the whole Body of the Cler- 


By! ? For ſuch a one as He js, or for any 
: private Perſon whatſoever, to aſſume t 


Nabe, js, in my Opinion, contrary to all 


 Decency; 


. 
Decency; nay, not only indecent, but very 
ſiuful; contrary to the Temper and Spirit of 
the Goſpel, to the Modeſty, and Humility 
of the Chriſtian Religion. Let him ceaſe to 
dream that the Care of all the Churches lies 

upon Him; let him reflect leſs upon other 
People's Behaviour, and take more Care of 
his own. The greateſt Part of his Inſtruc- 
tions to the younger Clergy is in the ſame 
Frantick Strain with his Grounds and Rea- 
ons of Chriſtian Regeneration, and his Ac 
count of the Chriſtian Religion here in This + 
Pamphlet: Of both which 1 have already 
taken fo much Notice. The Book of all 
« Books (ſays He *) is your own Heart; 
„in which are written, and engraven the 
* deepeſt Leſſons of divine Inſtruction: 
„Learn therefore to be deeply attentive 
* to the Preſence of God in your Hearts; 
* Who is always ſpeaking, Sc. Here you 
will meet the divine Light in its proper 
Vlaco, in that Depth of your Souls, where 
the Birth of the Son of God, and the 
* Proceeding of the Holy Ghoſt are always 
* ready to ſpring up in you. — + God is 
“ an all-ſpeating, all-working, all-illumi- 
e nating Eſſence, poſſeſſing the Depth, 
Sc.“ With a deal more to the ſame Pur- 
— if That can be ſaid to be to any 
Purpoſe, which has no Meaning. This 
e (adds he) is not Enthuſiaſm.” Yes, but 


Te 5 it 
* P. 98, 99. P. You, % 25 
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1 
it 35, ſay I; if ever there was Enthuſiaſm in 
the World. But the Words of Truth 
and Soberneſs.“ This He affirms, and This 


I deny : They are not the Words of Truth 
and doberneſs; but the Words of Falſbood, 


and Frenzy. 


J 1 
Lou are enter'd (ava He ) into hol 
& Orders in degenerate Times, where 1 
„ ſhould have ſaid when] Trade and 2 
„feel have ſeiz d upon aus, holy Th : 
« Andit will be caſy for you n 2 
& to ſwim along the corrupt Stream, and 


« to look upon him as an Enemy, or Eu- 


* thuſiaſt, that would fa ve You from be- 
ing loſt in it,” How great is the Deco- 
rum, the Humility, the Modeſty, and the 
Charity of This ! + © But think, my dear 
"Mi corn think in Time, What Remorſe 
13 Han are treaſuring up for yourſelves, if 
you live to look back upon a loole, neg- 
* « ligent, corrupt, diſorderly, worldly, un- 
„ cdifying Life, ſpent among Thoſe whole 
„ Blood will be required at your Hands.“ 
1 hope all the Clergy, both Young, and 
old, and middle-aged, do, or will, think 
deeply of This, and behave themſelves ac- 
cordingly: Doubtleſs it greatly behoves 
4bem ſo to do; And dreadful will be their 
Condemnation, if they do not. But will 
not the Offic es for Ordering Deacons, and 
* in N Common-Trayer Bool, the 
723 r- 
P. 906. + P. 96, 9. = + 


T6 1. 


Charges, Infiruttions, and Exhirtations' of | 


our Biſhops at their Viſitatiaus, ſo many 

excellent e ee and Viſta- 
 tion-Sermons, (the incomparable Biſhop 
Bulls eſpecially, which ſure. is ** enough, 
tho* not 0 ſtrict) will not all theſe ſuffi- 
ciently remind the Clergy of their Duty ; 
without This Man's taking upon him in 
fo extraordinary, and unprecedented a Man- 
ner? * < Lay this down (ſays he) for an 


« infallible Principle; that an entire, abſo- 


« jure ReNxUNcIATIONR of ALL Worldly In- 
ec Zereft- is the ONLY POoSS1BIE Foundation 
« of That exalted Vertue which your Sta- 
< tion requires.“ This indeed is the Doc- 
trine of his Treatiſe upon Chriſtian Per- 


fection; there impos'd upon Chriſtians in | 


common, Laity, as well as Clergy. And I 


afirm tis falſe Doctrine; not taught by 


he Chriſtian Religion; but tending to the 


Reproach, and Scandal of it. by Deteſt 


therefore with the utmoſt Abhorrence ALL 


<« Deſires of making your Fortunes eitber | 


by Preferments, or rich Marriages. 
This is of a Piece with the Paſſage laſt ci- 


ted; and I ſay the ſame of This, as of 


12 That. + « Confider yourſelves MERELY as 


the Meſſengers of God, and SOLELY. ſent 


* into the World on this Errand ”” The 


fame Anſwer again: It is falſe to ſay that 


ae ought to mind wor bing, in any 
| degree, 
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degree, but their Profeſſion, and Duty as 


Clergymen. They are Husbands, Parents, 


| Men, as well as Clergymen ; and- muſt in 
ſome meaſure be concern'd in the Affairs of 


the World. | 

P. 98. © I don't call you from a of 25 
e of human Learning.“ This he ſays; 
but then he ſays many Things inconſiſtent 
with it: as Thoſe, who fall, and write 
without thinking, are upon all Occaſions 
extremely prone to contradict themſelves. 
His very next Words are Theſe. © But L 
« would fain perſuade you to think No- 
« THING worthy of your Notice in Books, 
and Study, but that which pIRECTII 


applies to the Amendment of the Heart, 


« Sc. The Studies of Languages, of 
Hiſtory, of Philoſophy, of Philology, tend 
not directiy (tho' they may indirectiy) to 
the Amendment of the Heart, Sc. And 


pet if theſe Studies are laid aſide ; what 
| becomes, of human Learning? So again 


within . Lines.“ You want Nor RING 
e but to have the Corruption of your na- 


„ tural Birth remov'd, Sc.“ And cannot 
Tnis be done without human Learning? 


If fo; what will become of the World; of 
all Chriſtians, except one in ten thouſand at 
moſt ? This [to have the Corruption 
* remoy'd] is the oNLY certain Way to 
e become eminent Divines. If That be 
the Caſe; any 88 1 may be as 


eminent 


ms a Og ® _ 
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eminent a Divine a as 15 moſt learned Cler- 
 gyman in Chriſtendom : Therefore what 
does Learning ſignify in a Clergyman ? Vet 
he tells the young Clergy that he does 
not call them from a ſober Uſe of human 
Learning: Whereas, at this rate, he 
calls them from all Uſe of it. 80 again, 
P. 100, 101. Yourtleanſed Hearts will 
be always penetrated — and you will no 
© more need the Criticts to tell you what 
« God ſpeaks to. you in the Scriptures 
« Thereare indeed in the Scriptures Secrets, 
« and Myſteries But of all Men in 
« the World, the wnrde Dealers in Words, 
and Particles, KNOW THE LEAST of them; 
[leſs, to be ſure, than every Weaver, or 
Cobler;] © and make the daineſt Attempts 
Sita underſtand them. But Scripture, con- 
« fider'd as a Doctrine of Life, Faith, and 
Salvation in Jeſus Chriſt, is a ſealed, or 
* -unſealed, an open, or ſhut up Book to 
*.cycry Heart, in the ſame Proportion as 
« it ſtands: turn'd to the World, or turn'd 
to God. Nothing underſtands God, but 
the Spirit of God; nothing brings the 
Spirit of God into any Mind, but the 
renouncing ALL for it, the turning WHOL= 
LY/ to It, and the depending WHOLLY 
upon it.” What then, I ask once more, 
does' human Learning ſignify ? Can none 
but Scholars do all this? Vet he ſays again 
in che very next Words; Human Learn- 
e Ml « ing 
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&« ing is by no means to. be rejected from 


„ Religion.” It is to be rejected from it, 
I think; if it be of no Uſe in it. Why 
This Sentence was inſerted, I ſee not; un- 


leſs it were to ſrengt hen the Self- 3 
dictiou 5 Then to —— it 


55 yet farther, he Wade « For it is of the 


« ſame good Uſe, and Service, and affords 


«"the ſame Aſſiſtance to Religion, that the 
« Alphabet, Writing, and Printing does.” 
I ſhould rather have. ſaid that human 


Learning affords Aſſiſtance to Religion (tho 


not juſt the ſame Aſſiſtance) as the Alpha- 
bet, Mriting, and Printing do, both to 
human Learning, and to all Knowledge 


whatſoever. He goes on. Burt if it be 


4 raiſed from this Kind, and Degree of 


“ Aſſiſtance,” | that is, of being juſt as 
Aſſiſtant to Religiondas-the Alphabet, Wri- 


ling, and Printing are: Whereas, accord- 
ing to his own Account before, it ſnould be 
ſome what more ſo; becauſe the Uniearned 
can read, and write too: J If it is conſider d 


wi . Key, or the Key [a Key I con- 
ceiye it is, tho not the Key, or the only 


Key; becauſe the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit 


muſt concur] © to the Myſteries of our 
"I * Redemption | in Jeſus Chriſt ;" inſtead of 


<. opening to us the Kingdom of God, it 


4 Jocks us up in our own Darkneſs.” If it 
be not ſo much as 4 Key, that is, ſore Key, 
or cher, to open 3 but Jocks up, inſtead of 


opening ; 


_— 33 en Fs 


2" YT 


E 

ae certainly it is ſo far from aſiſting 

eligion in any Senſe, in any Degree; that 
it hinders Religion. And yet he tells us, 
„Human Learning is by no means to be 
« rejected from Religion.” Again, P. 102. 
| * thoſe Words quoted above, . This is 
« not Enthuſs, aſm, Se. he adds; * And 
it is the running away from This Enthu- 

« fiaſm that has made ſo many great Scho- 
* Zars as uſeleſs to the Church as fiubling 


« Cymbals, and arr Chriſtendom a mere 


„ ' Babel of learned Confuſion.” All Chri- 
ſtendom ; as univerſal as may be. Learn- 
ed Confuſh ion, when Learning is falſely fo 
called, or made an / Uſe of, is, I acknow- 
ledge, a thing to be conceived : But a 
Babel of ignorant, and unlearned Confu- 
ſion, is much more likely to happen; and 


much. worſe, when it does happen. But | 


whatever is to be ſaid of That; Lask whe- 
ther This be not an Invective againſt Hu- 
man Learning? in Religion at leaſt? To 
ſay the Truth, his Pamphlet (whenever it 
touches upon this Subject, as it often does) 
is a fanatical, infamous Libel upon Learn- 
ing, and learned Men : It is plain he per- 


fetty hates Both: And whenever he thought- 


: lefly commits to Paper any Words which | 
ſeem to imply ſomething in Favour of 
Learning; he does but contradict himſelf, 
as I 5 and have 2 Before. | 
2-</ At 


1 
9 
: 4 
; 14 
; 4 
© 
2 
1 
1 
14 
"4 
14 
is 
3 
"8 
1 
2 
11 


| 92 

At the Concluſion * , he pretends to vin- 
dicate himſelf from y Miſquotations of his 
Words, in ſome Paſſages which I reflected 
upon in my Diſcourſe. ©. I muſt now (ſays 

© he) take notice of an ixjurious Quota- 
tion, or two, that the Doctor has made 
from the Treatiſe of Chriſtian Perfec- 
tion. Here again, if I have nor miſre- 
preſented, and injur'd Him; He has mit- 
repreſented, and injur'd Me: As he has, in 
every thing he has ſaid hitherto. I would 
not miſquote, or any way miſrepreſent, the 
Wards, or Senſe, of any Perſon living, even 
the worſt that ever liv'd, for all that this 
World can afford: Becauſe J take it to be 
one of the worſt Species of Lying ; one 
Species of Forgery; a Villauy, of which 
none but the baſeſt, and vileſt of Mretehes 
gan be guilty. Then tis as fooliſh, and 
ſtupid, as tis wicked ; if the Writer thus 
injur'd be living, and have but the Gift of 
Common Senſe: Becauſe he will not fail, 
in his own, Vindication, to detect, and ex- 
Wn e, both the Lie, and the Liar. The 
e Doctor (continues he) quotes me as af- 
& firming, that not only the Wickeaneſs, 
« and Vanity of this Morld, but even its 
* moſt lawful, and allow'd Concerns, ren- 
de der Men unable to enter, and unworthy 
to be received into the true State of Chri- 
te ſtianity, And again, That the Wiſdom 

* P. 102, I03Z——I07, 5 
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« from above condemns all Labour, as 


0 equally fruitleſs, but That which la- 
$- pours after everlaſiing Life.” Well; 1 


do quote him as affirming this; and does 
he not affirm it? Are they not his own 

Words to a tittle? Have I miſquoted one 
Syllable? Does the Man himſelf ſo much 
as pretend I have? Where then is the in- 
Jurious Quotation? Can a true Quotation 

be an injurious one? Words indeed truly 
quoted may be afterwards wreſted, and 
perverted by a falſe Senſe, or falſe Gloſſes 
put upon them; or be abuſed by falſe 


Conſequences drawn from them. Theſe, 


however, are widely different from inju- 
rious Quatations: But what is there in 
any thing I have ſaid that even looks like 
either of theſe? - Our Author adds, in the 
very next Words; Then the Doctor af- 
* firms thus hers an utter Condemna- 
tion of all Trades, and of all Profeſ- 
M _ ons, of all Buſineſs, and ſecular Con- 
cerus whatever.” Why could he not, 


cite my Words exactly? 1 ſaid whatſo- 


ever, not whatever. In Anſwer to This, 


he ſays; ; Does the Doctor then believe | 


* that 1 bought Pen, Ink, and Paper, 
« and wrote that Book, to ſhew that no 
„ Chriſtian ought to make, buy, or ſell 


Pen, Ink, and Paper? and that I pub- 
&-liſh'd that Book to prove that it was my 


f Opinion that it was utterly unlawful for 
13 « a 
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a Chtiſtian to be a Printer, 'Bookbinder, 
or Bookſeller ®” What have I to do 
with is buying Pen, Ink, and Paper, 
©c. and with His Deſign of writing, and 
publiſhing This, or That? He ſays what I 


{ay he ſays; and if he is pleas'd to contra- 


dict himſelf (as he perpetually does) what 
is that to Me? Does the Doctor believe 


that I bought Pen, Ink, and Paper, &c ? 


This the Doctor believes; that Pen, Ink, 
and Paper were never before employ'd in 


ſuch impertinent, and inſolent Foppery. 
Does not the Doctor know (continues he) 


that the Chriſtian Perfection in the two 


_ firſt Pages, to prevent all Miſtake, open- 
e ly declares for the Continuance of all 


Fer he Here ſays; Rill he does 
'Fquated:;--And the Conſequence I 
nmediately, and directiy follows. 
i And 


; never ſo expreſsly ſaid the Con- 
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And if he can't live without contraditti 
himſelf, what is That to Me again? © Does 
ge not know that in the Serious Gall to a 
Devout Life, Sc. [Tux (not My) Serious 
Call, and ſo. all along, TnE Treatiſe ups 
Chriſtian 1 to ſhew the Super- 
eminency of His Works: ] © which pre- 
« ſently followed the other Book, the very 
«7 hs declares ſolely for a Picty adapted 
to the State, and Condition of all Orders 
« of Men? 1 anſwer, No; His Chri- 
ſtian Perfection was more than enough: I 
never read his Serious Call; and never 
intend to read it. Perhaps it may be 
his Opinion that All are bound to read 
whatever He is pleas'd to write: But I 
think otherwiſe. Beſides; I here give the 
ſame Anſwer, which I gave more than once 
Before: If He contradicts himſelf, that is 
| EW to Me. 

P. 104. © But there is ſomething ſill 
« more wonderful, more regardleſs of Right, 
* and IWrong, in the Doctor's Charge againſt 
« me: For in this very Paſſage quoted by 
« Him, ſecular Buſineſs is expreſsly af- 
< firm d to be moſt lawful, and allow'd 
« Concerns, And yet from this Paſſage 
« affirming the Lawfulneſs of worldly Bu- 
“ ſineſs, and proceeding upon it as a er- 
tain Truth, he Doctor has extracted 
„ the Unlawfulnek: of all ſccular,, Concerns | 
« whateyer.” MAL have 1 Iraleß «2. 
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Does he not expreſsly ſay, that all theſe 
things, be they what they will, render Men 
unable to enter, Sc? and that rhe Wiſdom 
from above condemns ALL LABOUR, but 
that which labours after everlaſting Life ? 
What is This, but an utter Condemnation - 
2 all Trades, "of all Buſineſs, and ſecular 
8 nate whatſoever ? Les; but he nen- 
tious (for he does not expreſsly affirm, Gc. 
as he here falſely ſays b 5 4% Lach | 
ful, and allow'd beds. This indeed is 
another Inſtance of his contradicting him- 
ſelf: For how That can be moſt lawful 
and allow'd, which hinders us from enter- 
in into the Kingdom of Heaven, I cannot 
imagine. But ſtill, theſe worldly Con- 
cerns, whether lauful, and allow'd, or 
not, He ſays, do ſo hinder us: Therefore i 
when quoted him as ſaying ſo, I did him 
no Injury. Again, Does not the Doctor 
0 Rho that he deſignedly mangled the 
« Words he quoted . — No; but I kyow 
the contrary; I know I did not deſion to 
mangle them; and I know I have not man- 
gled them.: And left out THAT Part 
«© which ſhew'd the REASOxN of my ſo ex- 
© preſſing myſelf?” What Part ? What 
Reaſon ? I can find nothing of this. But 
however; what ſignifies it how his Aſſer- 
tion is introduced ? Still he wakes the Aſ- 
ſertion which I quoted; and moreover what 
he 12251 to introduce it -is Ne and = aſ- 
erts 


5 


7 97 ] | 
tion of the Contrariety that there is be- 
« tween this Kingdom [Chriſt's] and the. 


& Concerns of this World: A certain Man, 
& ſaith our Lord, made a great Supper, 


«. N. Firſt, :Þ ay, tis falſe that this 


Parable repreſents a Contrariety between 


Chriſt's Kingdom, and the Concerns of this ; 
World: Between That Kingdom, and an 
immoderate Care for the Concerns of this 


World, if he pleaſes. "Secondly, Here a- 
gain he contraditts bimſelf. If the Con- 
cerns of this World (abſolutely) be con- 
trary to Chriſt's Kingdom; how can any 


of its Concerns be lawful, and allow'd® 
Which yet (as we have ſeen) he aftirms | 


ſome of them may; tho' indeed he affirms it 
by another Selfrcontradictiun. In his 
Pamphlet he proceeds thus. 4 That I was 
there [in his Chriſtian Perfection] ſpeak- 
« ing to that Parable of our Lord's, where 


all that were bidden to the Feaſt refuſed 
« to. come. The firſt, becauſe he had 
a bought a Piece of "Ground, Xeo. Whence 


60 2 thus obſerved; This Parakla teaches 


* us, that not only the Vices, and Vanity 


” « of the World, but its moſt lawful, and 
* allow'd Concerns render Men unable to 
* enter, Kc,” They may, it is true, 


Ws Accident, by OE; But he fays abſo- 


* Gbri if Pur P, 70: 15 a wer, P. 10% 


ſerts That Fathood by another Self-contra-_ 
diftion. * We have farther Repreſenta- 
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litely, ſimply, Tart Concerns, Sc. reu- 
der Men unable, &c. In the next Words 
indeed (Chriſt. Perf, P. 71.) He is in- 
conſiſtent with | himſelf, according to his 
Cuſtom, © That he who is buſy'd in 


e an honeſt, and lawful Calling MAY 


“ on that Account be as well rejected, 


„Sc.“ But before, in the Words I quoted 


he ſpoke abſolutely. * And does not 


every one ſee this | 072. that the World's 
moſt lawful, and allowed Concerns render 
Men uncapable to enter, &c.] © to be the 
plain, neceſſary, and inoffenſive Senſe of 
* the Parable?” I anſwer, No; Every 
body that has good Eyes ſees the cotitrary. 
Had I not made Nonſenſe of it, if I had 
« ſaid, that /awful Buſineſs coul p Nor 
ec become a Hindrance of Men's Salvation?“ 
Yes; and ſo you have made Nonſenſe of it 


the other Way. It is equally falſe, and ab- 


furd, to ſay that they are Hindrances, and 
that they cannot become Hindrances. There 
is a Medium between theſe two; and what 


that Medium is, I have juſt now ſhewn. In | 


themſelves they are not Hindrances; but 
may become ſo, by Accident, by the 111 Uſe 
that is made of them, © Then (ſays he) I 


* 20 on to ſhew that it is not the Zmploy- 
« ment itſelf that is condemn'd, but its 
being made a Reaſon, or Excuſe, as in 


the Parable for not living woll unto 
k * (7; 7 
God.“ If we muſt live waoLLy: unto 


* Aiſwer, P. 105. 
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God, in the ſtricteſt Senſe, (and he makes 
no Diſtinction, or Limitation) then, in my 


Opinion, we muſt have nothing to do with 
ſecular Affairs; which yet he teaches we 


may do: tho' I acknowledge he likewiſe 
teaches we may at: according to his 


uſual Conſiſtency with himſelf, But let 


That paſs, as a Trifle. I find he can, to 
ſerve his own Turn, miſquote HIMSELF, as 
well as ME. Where does he go on to ſbew 
This? He has nothing to ſhew that it is 
not the Employment itſelf that is condemu d; 
but much to the contrary ; and that in 


ſtronger Words than any 1 cited from him. 


« * It farther teaches us that Chriſtianity 


* a Calling that xuTs an END To ALL 


_* conſider that the Buſineſs of the World — 
“is as vain as Vanity itſelf ; they don't 
«© conſider that the Cares of an Employ- 


© OTHER) CALLINGs,” 4 But they don't 


« 'ment, an Attention to Buſineſs, if it has 


got hold of the Heart, [and it muſt get 
ſome hold of the Heart, if it be at all mind- 
ed: ]renders Men as vain, and odious in the 
« ſight of God, as any other Gratification, 
« For tho' they may call it an Honeſt 
« Care, yet it is theit particular Gratifica- 
« tion; and a Wiſdom that can no more 
“ recommend itſelf to the Eyes of God, 
than the Wiſdom of an Epicure. 9 For 
* the World is full as important in its 


N 2 _ © Pleaſures, 


er Pf . n. f ha. f ha. 5.53. 
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tion as to Degrees, for ſo he puts it) be n 


1 


„ Pleaſures, as in its Cares, there is no 
„ more Wiſdom in the one than in the 


“ other.” Its Pleaſures he all along con- 
demns : And if its Cares (its Cares abſo- 
lutely, without any Exception, or 1 | 


more important, and have no more Wiſdom 


in them, than its Pleaſures; he condemns 


the Cares likewiſe. Well ; but he farther 
ſays * he has theſe Words, "and it is true 


be has. +< Let but Religion determine 
e the Point; and what can it ſignify whe- 


« ther.a Man forgets God in his Farm, or 
« a Shop, or at a Gaming Table 9” How 


properly are a Farm, and a Shop, men- 


tion'd with a Gaming Table ! Does not this 


look at leaſt like a Condemnation of Farms, 
and Shops? A Man, I'think, muſt quite 
forget God at a Gaming Table; but he 


need not in his Farm, or Shop. He may 
there think upon God very much, and lift 
up his Heart to him by ſhort Ejaculations, 


Prayers, and Praiſes, even in the Midſt of 
his worldly Buſineſs. But however That 


be; ſtill This Writer ſays what I quoted: 


For did 1 any way injure, or miſrepreſent 


him. ©. Now what is there here condemn'd 


(adds he 4) but the forgetting of God? 


x: anſwer, he has condemn'd nuch more, 
even all worldly n ſecular Callings, 


and 


l P. a reg. 73. en By nh 


[ 101 I 
arid Employments; as I have fully ſhewn: 
Forgetting God we had nothing of till now; 
and now it comes in only by the Bye. 
The next Article is This. 0 The 
c Poctor proceeds to charge me with poſe 
tipech aſſerting that all Chriſtians, in 
« all Ages, are obliged to ſell all they 
have, and give it to the Poor. I have 
been ſo far from aſſerting This, that 1 
„ have with all my Might ſaid, and proy'd 
©. the direct Contrary; that no Chriſtians 
« of any Age are obliged to it. This is a 
ſarprizing Turn indeed. T he Aſſertion 
conſiſts of two Parts. Firſt, That he has 
not aſſerted This. Secondly, That he has 
with all his Might ſaid, and prov'd the direct 
Contrary. We begin with the Former. 
After having cited +' thoſe Words of our 
Saviour to the young rich Man, Sell what- 
ſoe ver thou haſt, and give it to the Poor; 
he immediately writes thus. 4 Some 
have imagined that from our Saviour's 
. uſing the Expreſſion if thou wilt be per- 
« fect, that this was only a Condition of 
« "ſome uncommon Perfection, which Chri- 
« ſtians as SUCH Were not obliged to aſpire 
8 after: But the WEAkKxESS of this Ima- 
« gination will appear, if it be conſider d, 
« Vc. So that when our Saviour faith 
* — 7 thou wilt be * it is the ſame 
wy thing 
e „10. Cbri 2 P. 88. 
P. a 89. 5 F. % N 8 
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« thing as when he ſaid, if thou wilt not 
« be lacking——thou mult not only keep 


8 the Commandments, 1 what thou 


oor. It plain- 


« haft, and give it to the 
ly therefore appears that What is here 


* 


9 


oe « commanded is a CONDITION OF His. BE= 
« ING 4A CHRISTIAN, Sc. © This Re- 


«© mark, and the other—undeniably ſhew 
E * thus mueh, that what is here required 
of this young Man i is requir'd of ALL rich 
« Men in ALL Acts. of the Church.” 


CI 


« + Thoſe who will ſtill be fancying (for 


there is nothing but Fancy to ſupport it) 
<«. that this Command related only 70 this 
« yours Man, 'ought to obſerve, Sc.“ 
With more to the, ſame Purpoſe towards 


the Bottom of the Page. 4 Becauſe it 


vas a Temper NECESSARY FOR CHRISTIA= 
46 NITY „ and ALWAYS\ TO BE: REQUIRED 
« OF ALL CHRISTIANS. || It ought to be 


«obſerved that when our Saviour com- 


de mandeth the young Man to szELL ALL, 


© AND GIVE. IT. ro THE Pook, he gives 


“ this Reaſon for it, Sc. If this ſelling 


« All, this Renunciation of all worldly 


9 Wealth, was not required for the Excel- 
'« lency of the Dur, and its 'SUITABLE= 
„ NESG TO THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTIANITY ; 
it will be hard to ſhew, Sc. I have 


( of 


| we go... 4 Pn ; beg 4 v.93 


1 rn ſhewn that the 1 required 


0 Aa aw % © _ 


[165 ] 


-* of this young Man was no particular 
« Duty; but that our Saviour PRESS'D .1T 
*© UPON ALL.“ And much more in the 
fame Strain, P. 105, 106, Sc. It will 
« now, I know, be asked whether ALL 
« Chriſtians are obliged to ſell their Eſtates, 
and give to the Poor, Sc? The Ab- 
4 ſurdity and Ridiculouſneſs of ſucha Thing, 
“Sc. As to the Abſurdity and Ridicu- 
louſneſs of this Doctrine in the Eyes of 
* Worldly Hiſaom. ve are aſſured by 
“God himſelf that the Wiſdom of this 

* Warld is Fooliſbneſs, &c. What can be 

© more contrary to worldly Greatneſs, and 
„ Wiſdom, than the Doctrine of the Croſs? 
„Ge. + Had there been Any OTHER LAwW= 
* rur Way of employing our Wealth, than 
in the AssisTANCE OF THE Poor, our 
3. , Saviour would not have confined the 
* young Man in the Goſpel to that one 
2 Way of employing all that he had. 
If I am not greatly miſtaken, it now ap- 
' pears that our Author is not far from aſ- 
ſerting that air Chriſtians, in ALL Acts, 
are obliged to ſell all they have, and give 
it to the Poor. Yet he poſitively affirms, 
he is ſo far from aſſerting this; that he has 
with all his Might ſaid and proved the di- 
rect contrary, that 20 Chriſtians, of any 
Age, are obliged to it. This Latter we are 
Hom in the next Pace, to conſider. | «TI have 
„ ſhewn 


P. 172, 13 9 r. 134. | _ 
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, ſhewn (ſays he *) by Varietyof Argument: 
< and Texts of Scripture, that that Com- 


4 mand. calls no rich Man to ſe/} what he 


« has; that it calls him only to do that 
— with his Eflate, which he is called to 
«© by the whole Tenour of Scripture ; 3 as. 
having Riches, that are not his own, of 
5 which he is only a Steward, Sc. N I an- 
wer, Firſt, Suppoſe this were true; he 
does but contradiet himſelf” again: Since 
(as we have ſeen) he has in many Places, 
and in the ſtrongeſt Terms, aſſerted that 44 
Chriftians are obliged to ſell what they have, 
Sc. without any Limitation, Diſtinction, 
or Explanation- whatſoever. He ſhould 
have explain d his Meaning, and limited 
his Aſſertion, at firſt; if at all: But in- 
ſtead of that, he uſes the Word ſell as every 
body elſe does, for ſix and twenty Pages 
together; then comes with a Kind of Salvo, 
e Nobody knows what to make öf.— 

« Þ+ Sell, i. e. renounce the Self- Enjoyment 
of his Eſtate.—òelling all is only a 
EC Circumſtance of parting with the Exjoy- 
& ment, Sc. He ſufficiently ſelleth all, 
« who parteth with the Self- Enjoyment of 
« 
cc 


it. Selling all is only particular in 

the Expreſſion; but that Thing required 
« js the general "Temper: of Chriſtianity ; 
« as is expreſs'd by being dead to the World, 
% Having our Converſation in Heaven, 5. 
C | | is 

* nſw. P. 106. F Chriſt. Perf. P. 114, 1157118. : 


1 Ly | - 
* . * 0 = | 

This may be called explaining one's ſelf 1 
but ſhould, I think, be rather call'd con- 
traditting one's ſelf. © From the Begin- 
ning to the End of this Matter (ſays he) 


* I have UTTERLY REJECTED ALL SEL> * 


* LING; and ſhewn that it means only, 
« Sc.“ That is, he over and over, and in 
the fulleſt Expreſſions, aſſerted ſelling all, 
for ſix and twenty Pages together: Then 
adds a few. Lines pretended to explain, but 
rather contradicting that Aſſertion: And 
this iS UTTERLY REJECTING all ſelling, 
FROM THE BEGINNING TO THE END. And 
why does he reject all ſelling? Before he 


was for ſelling all; and now (explaining | 


himſelf belike) he is againſt all ſelling: 
Muſt a Chriſtian ſell nothing? Secondly; 


Where are we to find this Variety of Argu- 


ments, and Texts of Scripture; by which 
he has ſhewn © that that Command calls 
« no rich Man to ſell what he has?“ A- 


mong this Variety of Arguments, and 


Texts, I cannot ſee one Argument, or ons 


Text: And yet I have ſeatch'd very carea 


fully. Why does he not quote the Pages 
where they are to be found? I might 


well ask the ſame Queſtion, as to what goes 


before, and what is to follow. He ſays he 
ſays this, and that; but ever tells us 
where. Is this fair? Is this the Way of 
Controverſy ® Thirdly, How does he 


1 


*Anſiv. P. 106. 
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prove that the Command of ſelling all im- 


plies only ſuch . Affection, ſuch Diſ- 
regard of Riches, &c Juſt as he proves 
every thing elſe ; he ſays it. Here, for- 


ſooth, whoever ſhall oppoſe him muſt enter 


into a formal Diſpute with him about the 
Senſe of the Word Sell : But indeed I ſhall 
not. The Senſe of it is well known; and 


our Saviour, in his Diſcourſe with the rich 
young Man, is, I believe, by All, but this 
Writer, ſußppos· d to have us'd it in its 


common, ſtrict, litera} Signification ; what- 


ever his Defign was, whether only to try 
him, or really to adviſe bim. 1 have 


« (lays our Author) utterly rejected all 
« Selling, and ſhewn that it means only a 

& Charity, a Parting with the Se 
$0 oe Sc.“ He has fbews no ſuch 


thing; but only ſaid it: as I have been 
very often forced to obſerve concerning his 


Way of ſhewing, or proving. That fan- 


. taſtical Expreſſion the Self- Enjoyment of — 


F took notice of in my Diſcourſe; and a 


moſt fantaſtical, and ridiculous one it is. 


The SS En oyment of a Glaſs of Wine; the 


Self- Enjoyment of a Peach 80 in another 


Place; Self-Pleaſure. I might here well 
enough ask, how he proves that we may 


not ſelf-enjoy any thirig of this World, or 
| have ſome Self-Pleaſure from it; if we 
muſt uſe thoſe quaint Phraſes. But of This 
hereafter. He adds; 0 * The Doctor there- 
* P, 106, 107. 7] 66 fore 


1 


6c fore. in this Accuſation muſt be allowed 
( to have ſtuck cloſely to his Text; he has 


not been righteous over-much.” A ſmart 


Saying, no doubt; and let him, by all means, 
have the Self- Enjoyment of it. 

The Doctor (continues he) makes 
% now an Inference, or two, from this 


Doctrine of Charity.“ Thoſe which he 


calls Inferences of mine, are his own direct 
Doftrines.. According to this Divinity, 


it is a Sin to be rich.“ It is fo; He 
teaches this Doctrine in Subſtance, tho' not | 


in thoſe yery Words; as I ſhall. ew im- 
mediately. Here he is juſt as wrong as 
e he could poſſibly be.” Very poſitive, 
and decretory That; but let us ſee how true 
it is.“ For, according to the Divinity in 
« Tur Book of Chriſtian Perfection, and 
« THE Serious Call, the Bleſſedneſs, the 
« Piety, the Happineſs, ariſing from the 
« Poſleffion of Riches, is demonſtrated from 
9 Chapter to Chapter, and viſibly painted 


0 


8 


„* 


« twwo Books were publiſh'd chiefly. to ſhew 
„rich Men their exceeding Happineſs.” 


His Serious Call, as I ſaid Before, F never 


read ; and never will read. In bis Chri- 


ſtian Perfection I can find nothing like this. 
If what he here ſets forth were the chief 
| Deſign of that Book; tis much that no 


mention ſhould be made of it in the very 
_ EE Os --* Title- 


p. 107. . 


in a great Variety of Characters. Thoſe 
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Title-Page, or in the Contents of ſome ene 
Chapter at leaſt, Vet I cannot fee any 
thing ef it in Either, nor in any one Page 


of his Book. Why does he not quote the 


Paſſages, if there be any ſuch; or at leaſt 
refer us to them in the Margin? But ad- 
mitting it were as he ſays; he would only 
contradift himſelf again: For that i 7s 4 
Sin to be rich, is plainly a Doctrine of his 
Chriſtian Perfection. It is as ſound in 
« Divinity, (ſays he) as well founded in 
„ Reaſon, to aſſert that our Saviour had 

% only Regard to his fr, Diſcipher, when 
* he ſaid; Te cannot ferve God, and Mam- 
© 210%, as when he ſaith, Whoſoever he be 
** of you that forſaketh not all that he hath, 
he cannot be my Diſciple. For let any 

one think, if he can find the leaſt Sha- 
& dow of a Reaſon, why Chriſtians ſhould 
© af firſt be call'd to higher, Ge. than 
„e they are now.” Bo that Chriſtians, in 
all Ages, are obliged to forſake all they 
have; nay they cannot be Chriſtians, with- 
_ out it: And if ſo; it is certainly 4 Sin t 
be rich, ** If the Kingdom of God is not 
 & Riches ſufficient for us, but we muſt add 
another Greatneſs, and another Wealth to 
“it; we fall under the Condemnation of 
{© this Parable.” See alſo the two firſt Pa- 
tagraphs of the ſame Page. So again; (41 
* have, I think, ſufficiently fhewn that 
*P, 83. | 7 P. 99. 4 P. 112. 


& our Saviour requir'd an entire Renuncias 


tion of the World” in general. And elſe- 


where * he preſſes © the Renunci zation of. 
© Riches” in particular. 


I here only obſerve further, that wheres 2 


in many Places + he abſolutely condemns 
all worldly: Enjoyments in general, or the 
Enjoyment of Riches in particular; we may 
well ask how he proves ſuch n 


to be unlawful. The Apoſtle ſays God 


gives us all things richly to enjoy, 1 Tim. 
vi. 17. We may exceed in theſe Enjoy- 


ments, tis true, and be guilty of great Sin 


by ſo doing: But how comes this Man ar- 


terly to forbid a worldly Enjoy ments? 


He never diſt;nguiſbes about Degrees, and 
other Circumſtances ; but, in his uſual way, 


runs rambling on, without any diſtinct, de- 


terminate Meaning. Purſuing his Aſfertion 


that he never taught that it 7s a Sin to be 


rich, he adds; (Auſw. P. 107.) “ And I 


can conſiſtently ſay, that I ſhould reckon : | 


it a Happineſs to myſelf to be one of the 
Number, [i. e. of rich Men; | ſupport= 
ed only by this one Saying, that it 10 
i more blefſed to give than to receive.” 
Others perhaps may be as ſenſible of the 


Bleſſedneſs of Giving, as He: And might 


ſay ſo with às much Truth; but they wils 


not: Beoauſe they take it to be contrary to 


me bs 85 of * They will not 
. ſound 


"Pp, 86, 1 P. 99, 100, 101, 102, & paſſim. 
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ſound a Trumpet to the Acts of Charity 
they would. do, any more than to thoſe 
they have done. His next Words are theſe. 
« * Another Inference the Doctor makes 

is this; that according to this Divinity, 
i a Man ſues you for your Houſe, or 
Land, without the leaſt Pretence of 
© Right ; yon are bound torecede from your 
« Right, and let him have it, rather than 
% defend it. There had been as much 
_ © Truth, and more Wit, if He had ſaid, 
„Sc.“ If Thad ſaid? What have I to 
do with it? How comes he to throw) His 
own falſe, and fooliſh Doctrine upon Me 7 
1 => 104 He fl i and ſo - did, in 
Subſt ance, tho not in the very Words. And 
there is indeed neither Truth, nor Wit in 
it ; but palpable Falſbood, aſſerted without 
either Mit, or Judgment.“ If Hz had 
ſaid, when Thieves have any Deſign of 
« entering into your. Houſe, you are obliged 
« ig have no' Locks, or Bolts upon your- 


Doors. | By the way, how is there more 


Wit, than Truth in this Stuff; which is His 
own, not mine? It is EQUALLY falſe, and 
_ . witleſs. But I ſuppoſe He thought That 
ſharp Expreſſion © there had been as much 
_ © Truth, and more Wit, founded prettily. ] 
« ——— Por I have ſaid xo more of the 
„ Unlawfulneſs of. appealing to Courts of 
% Juſtice, Sc. And fo proceeds, declaring 
" horn himſelf 


ref, c, 


if 111 15 


himſelf in Nur of going to Law in De- 


fence of one's Property. I anſwer he has 


ſaid much more of the Unlawfulneſs of ap- 
fealing to Courts of Juſtice than he here 
pretends. And what he here ſays in Fa- 
oour of it, is but another Inſtance of his 
contradicting himſelf. © If (ſays he ) we 
« ſee they | the firſt Chriſtians} were call'd 
n Renouncing their own Rights, we 
„ may judge amiſs if we think this was 


« their particular Duty.” Again; þ We 


are to deny ourſelves in not deferdin 


« ourfelves by Suits at Law; and mult. 
«© take up. the Croſs of one Injury after an- 


other, rather than appeal to the Con- 
«tention of a Trial.” And taking thoſe 
Expreſſions of our Saviour's about the Coat, 
and the Cloak, in the ſtrict, literal Senſe, 
he ſubjoins ; 4 The Words which deli- 
ver this Doctrine are ſo very plain, and 
« expreſs, that they need no 1//uſtration > 
“It is as plain alfo that they equally be- 
Our 


aviour's Words, he affirms, need no 


Illuſtration; and J affirm they do need II- 


luſtration, and Explanation too: And He 
himſelf would have explain'd them as I do 


in my Diſcourſe, according to the Senſe of ' 


all learned Expoſitors, and ſober judicious 


Chriſtians ; if he had not taken them in the 
literal, and ſtriffeſt Signification, as for- 


bidding 


* Chrift. Perf. P. 80, $1. + P. 193. fbi 


8 long to all Chriſtians, in all Ages.” 
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bidding all . of Property by going 
to Law. What follows will ſhew that 
_w Reaſon for my Aſſertion. Nor is it 
_ * poſlible (ſays he *) for any one to evade 
the literal, and open Meaning of theſe 


« Poctrines, but in ſuch a way as muſt 


c deftroy the Senſe of any other Part of 


ßere. If it could be ſhewn that we 


are not obliged by the plain, and expreſs 
% Dodrine of theſe Paſſages, it may as 


M0 well be ſhewn that the next Doctrine — 
Tove your Enemies, c. does not oblige - 


ec us in the plain, and literal Senſe of the 


Words.“ And afterwards, * + It is not 


« therefore ſpiteful Proſecutions, but the 
© moſt ſeemingly reaſonable Self-Defence, 


more in the two laſt cited Pages. In the 


laſt indeed he ſays: If Chriſtians will ſtill 


think that they may defend ALL their 


* Rights, Oc. they are as much miſtaken 


e as if, Sc.“ Here, if his Words have 
any diſtin& Meaning, he teaches that 
Chriſtians may not defend a// their Rights, 
but muſt recede from ſome of them: 
Which who denies ? But he had before 


abſolutely condemn'd . all Self-Defence of 


this Kind ; as I have fully ſhewn. So that 
Before we were, to defend none of our 
Rights; Now we are allow'd, to defend 

ſome : Which may. be added to the reſt of 


* Chrift. Perf. P. 95 194. F P. 195. 


( that is here forbidden.” With much 


his 


1 3 113 BY VE 
his Ke -Comtratiftions./ In his Anſwer, 
log. he goes on thus. The Doctor 
10 might have obſery'd that l ſpoke of Laws 
© Suits. only under the Article of Self᷑ De- 
e nal, Sc. What occaſion had I to 6. 
ſer ve under what Article he ſpoke This ? 
Or to weigh his Words with ſa much Accu- 
racy and Exactneſs; when he wrote them 
without any? He ſays what I quote, and 
juſt as I quote it. What if he makes it an 
Inſtance * Self Denial to defend. none of 
our Rights; if ſuch e be our 
Duty, as he repreſents it? Tho', after all; 
he. has a Paſſage in his Chriſtian Perfec- 
tion, which cuts off this Pretence of SS 
D It is pretended by ſome, that 
« theſe. Paſſage s only forbid the Proſecys- 
« tion of fal, and malicious Suits at 
« Law. But ſuch People might as well 
« 1 that the Eighth, Commandment 
& forbids only - Wanton, and malicious 
& Stealing; ; but allows It. when it is done 
5 ſoberly, and with no ſpightful Intention. 
Is to abſtain from Stealing then an Inſtance 
of Self- Denial ? Mighty ef Berial truly, 
I always imagin'd that Self- Denial, in its 
higheſt, and principal Senſe at leaſt, had 
conſiſted in abſtaining from Things in them 
ſelves Le and /awfay, purely for the 
fake .. of...Mortification.; not in abſtaining 
Ihe the Ru flagitions Crimes, of which 
eft, or 22 * one. 15 
et, 5 1 95 ert ainly Ti 


— 


F. 194. 


* 114 . 

. *Fickatdup6i me; Tthink; that, in diſput- 
Te wits This Writer, 1 ſhotld be af ſo ch 
Pains to prove, that 1 do 07 ſay what E do 
| mot ſay, aud that he does fay, What he der 
ſay; "tals alſ6"to follow him through" he 
Maze in which he leads me, While, 


After-Thoug bt he is laboufing to ans 


8 ſome Meaning tb his {oo Fas 
He adds; % *The Doctor has ſomerhing 
ce like an Excuſe For the e Weakneſs and In- 


© zuſtice of all the foregomg Remarks, and 


« Confares's they are to 10 be Confderd only 
as little Daſhes of his: Pen upon Books 
_ ©:2which+he ſays ure not con der able vnon 4 
%%% be formally refuted?" How" weak; 
andunju Cn Remarks have been, let the 
World judge: T think I have ſhewn” both 
zelne, and Ixjuſtice endugh in En. 
Asi to my faying that s Cin Per, 5 
ion; and ſuch like Books,” efpecially oth 
— — e 77 
. maliy refitte ay che ſame ſtill. 
have panty in my * Difcout/e; partly 
chis Reply (ſee back walz, K. 83.) pointed 
out che "Sophifone, and other A lie, 


upon which his falſe Docktines, and "wild 


Argumentations turn; Ind That i is Anſwer 
ſufficient. Something Hke this, I re- 


member, was formerly laid by te“ Bi- 


8 wy of- Banzer, now Tord Bibop of 


n ee e eee, 
4 F. 10 116. 2 1 * . 


El 1 
| 8 6 


þ * 


5 p Cs : : e 
1. 
rr 3 ee x tolth.* o  — — wa 6 26 6 Conf tn my Lo | 2 OO IR +8; 
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125 9 
5 f Wi . 1 my Lad i 


1 remember. Titale Lette! 
| md +” BY, andylik'd them in they Wi K 


Cauſe, at Leg in 8 ben he Ver en 


gaggd was certai 


— 8 5 178 ne 5. d . 
will intimate a Compariſon (which he 2550 


not he aſham d of). between Him, and an 


ancient Writer of. great Parts, and Learns 
ing; who once wrote, and acted very well: 
But afterwards he wrote, and acted very 


| Ws, and found. Chriſtiane, in. all. Ages, both 


1 and aſter his Time, have made a great 


Diſtindtion between Tertullian the Ca 2 


5 . Tertullian the Mont aziſt.- 0 


«, his Lordſhip. had. the Prudence and 2 5 


"i 7 not to Ak inconſi e Remarks 
6 en Books 75 he thought. not conſi- 
derable enough ro be formally refuted by 

4 Bin Ho inconſiderate my Remarks 


[ang —.— | 7 the Jude me t of the 
World again. Into whoſe . cad could 


it enter to think of formally confuting 


| 6 2 hems. 2 Kenpis, Taylor's Life of 


or his, Holy Living, aud. Dying? 
e muſt we think. of his Picty, 


L 1958 "howd. Gy, that he..only forborg 
4 fach a Work, 3 the Reaſonings in 
«Thoſe, Books ere too inconſiderable to 


ie be. formally reſuted? The Gentlemag 


could not well have named Four Books, 
Verb W Teng ; 157 which, in x the mai 


J 
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PRES 


That Angelo 
he loads Hie 


: Dying,  efpec ally With a Multitude' of 


tine i is to 7578 Gentleman 5 


* 


— 
. 1 


[ns] 


more love. 1 fay” 4. main: For 1 


think there are ſome Vlaccuracies, and not 


_— true Doctrines, in Thomas a 'Ke mpis 


pecially; © I deſire no Aut horii Hor what 


« T have written, but the Goſpel.“ That 
5 is, the Authority of the Goſpel, interpreted 
His own War, contrary to its plain 


Meaning,” (of which I haye given fome In- 


bar! that is, again, hig own 2 
- coor Or T'conld ſhew that every thing in | 
N is 


*- my Book, that offtnds the Dodtor, 
64 again, and again to be found, not only ; 


«in wr jonas. Authors, but in the Wri- 
| 2 7 the moſt eniinent” Saints, "thro! 


2 es of the Church.“ This He ſays; 
880 Thi 'T-deny ;-.and ſo we are even. "As 
to the excellent Biſhop Taylor in particular, 
'a Man, (for ſo He as, tho 
itings, his Holy Living. and 


Quotatioris f. from che & Greek, and Latin Po- 
ets, nay has ſotme from 5 7 themſelves) 


1 to the laſt degree J love, and ho- 
n 


our; J have here gixeg one Inſtance (P. | 
5535 66.) to ſhew ho conti ne WM 525 Doc- ; 
an : 


could produce, even out of © That Book, his 


Holy Living : and more yet from his Duc- 


— Dubitantium; which F take to be the a 
20, 3 'of all Hi Works. 
aft Words Iquoted from my „Adtefft- 


mi act he 1 of waere ; and 1% 1 ha ve 


Mg. 


: * nn F * * 


ar 


no more to ſay by way of direct Reply. Vet, 
bere at the Cloſe of all, it may not be i 
proper to add a few Words: more. This 
Gentleman has, with a ey dictatorial AY '. 3 
adviſed (and ſomething more than ad. 
viſed) the whole | Da of the Clergy; 
Me therefore, among * reſt. Might 
I preſume (as I do not) i Him; 

I would recommend to his ſerious Conſide- 
ration the Nature, aud Tendency of That f 
baneful Plague, that Many - Headed Mon- 

ter, Ex THUSIsNM . If be duly examined 
it; he would find that, in all Ages, nor 
thing has done more Miſchief - to Reliving, 
and the Souls of Men, than Eutbuſiaſm: 

That tho Atheiſm may in irſalf be worſe; 
yet in Fact, where Atheiſm has ſlain its 
Thouſands, Enthuſs ſaſin has ſlain its Ten 
Thouſands : That it has ever been the Peſt 
of Learning, and the Introducer of Barba- 
riſm; that it has ſubverted States, and 

| Kingdoms, and fill'd the World with Blood, 
and Confufiqn :' That it has ever cloak'd 5 
the falſeſt, and moſt wicked Principles, the 

leudeſt, maſt immoral, and villanous Prace 
Tis with. 6 fe ſaintly Show of more than 

ordinary Religion: Fhat the four Ele- 
5 — of Fi ark, fiery Soul, or fallen 5 
ture, (as he elſewfle fe ſpeaks *) ) vis. a 
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reſtleſs Selfiſbreſs, a reſtleſs Envy, a reſt- [ 
leſs von: and A reſtleſs Wrath, or . | ET 
# p Grams > and Beef of Regeneration, * 34. M 
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b 2 
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it leads: That it is made up of Pride, 
8 tes both Spiritual, and Tam 
of Impudence, and __— E 
1 i Dee o eu, f 
int ies; of the moſt: — enſo- 
riouſheſs, Uncharitableneſs, Injuſtice, Ly- 
int ICalumny, Malice, mortal Hatred a- 
the 3 Clergy. in particular 
rgon, Non and Blaf 
14 Word, that its: Reaſoning: (a 
may, without 4 be eall'd 
co) eyer have been, and ever wil be, the 
pr of all Men of i Senſe; and its 
Dbttrines the:;#horrence of all driften 
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= was publiſh'd,” I , receivell a 
N Letter from a' "worthy La 
| ol Gentleman, to me utterly 
eee 0,14 Part o which I think 
fit 1 ſubjoin is This Place. The rather 
becauſe he mentions certain Pa buen 
Writers, whoſe. Names 1 never heard of 
Before, from whom he fays Mr. Late bor: 
_ rows ſome of his ſtrange Notions, and puts 
em off as his own. 11 this be ſo tis 
Humble 2 a HA indeed. Thete are, it js 
true, other Things in this Extract, (for it 
is no more) which I have largely conſider d 
in the foregoing Reply: Yet T inſert them ; 
becauſe it will from hence appear, how ob. 
vious. they are to Men of Judgment; A- 
mog whom This Gentleman is plainly One. 
I” omit” his, many E: xpreſſions of perſonal 
Kitidneſs to Me; For which, however, 
heartily thank bim. 5 
"Speaking: of wy Antagboiſt, be wn 
I muſt confels in 'one reſpect, F think bis 
2 Aneer Vnanfiverable : For how it is poſ- 
„ 5 ſible 
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dun Habitations:; There are 
| Paſſages of Scripture, where ih Devil is 


intelligible, i 
of Fact. For in his Cenſures upon that 
Paſſage, where you argue from*that Mira- 


| chere himſelf, 74 and ex plain it in a Pro- 


RR r 2 20 3 3 r COME) 
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; able eto 25 886 8 any mch , Rat. 
bling, Immethodical, Enthuſiaſtical, Rhap- 


ſodical, Impertinent, Unapplicable Set of 
Periods, J really. cannot imagine. As - 


his. Not ians Wige rnit the State of Thi 
before the Creation of this viſible | nach 91 


the World, and of Man; I can ſay nothing 


| ro: FEM, -becauſe I have no lation of them, 


Tho' I may remark, that all Writers upon 
theſe ſpeculative Subjects, want Data to 


go n and, that he in particular is in- 
con Giftent, and. ed to himſelf; 


and, if I miſtake not, to ripture too, | 
For in the Epiſile of St. Judt, the fallen 
Angels are there ſpoken of, as having not 
kept their firſt Eſtate, but baving left their 


yeral other 


ſaid to be caſt out ——thrown down, an 


the. like ; 3.Which at preſent, I cannot recol- 


” But 1 am the 2 ſarpriſed to ) find him 


= inconſiſtent | or abſurd 1 upon a Subject of ſo 


much Difficalty,, when I find him ſcarce 
in ſpeaking to a-plain Ma atter 


cle of our Lord's turning Water into Wine, 
that ſomething might be indulg d to Phea- 

ure and Chearfulneſs ; - He, by endeayour- 

to take it out of your Hands, as he 


perer . | 
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5 pore Manner, has really evapotated the 
Miracle into Nothing, by ſaying, it was 
miraculouſly ſeeming better Witie : Where- 
as the Text is poſitive, and the Governog 
of the Feaſt ſays to the Bridegroom, TB 
haſt kept the good Wine until now; not 
ſeemingly good, I ſuppoſe, but in Trarh 
and Reality better than what they had be- 
fore. Had ſuch an Argument come from 
the Pen of an Infidel in Diſguiſe, in order 
{ to elude the convincing Force and Truth of 
that Miracle, I ſhould not have been ſur- 
pred. But that it ſhould come from. the 
Pen of one, whom I believe to be the Re- 
verſe of that Character, betrays, in my O- 
pinion, a total Abſence of good Judgment 
and ſound Under ſtauding. And then aftef  Þ1 
| All, what a horrid, what a hideous Excla- 5 = 3 L 
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mation does he make about your Words? 13 

As if you had teally blaſphemed the Lord, $i 

and denied the Living God. But this, Sir, 

is the certain Conſequence, and fatal Effet [4 

| of a Mind given up to viſionary Enthufi- "$4 
' am, And what elſe can be expected from E 
thoſe who read Jacob Bhemen, P. Por- | 


dage, and Mrs. Lead, and other Writers 
of that Stamp, with almoſt the ſame Vene 
ration and implicit Faith, that other Peo@ 
ple read the Scriptures? What but a falſe 
ias of Mind, an Enthuſiaſtical Turn f | 
| Thought, a Spiritualizing away the Reaſon GE 
eee eee Relat = 


You _— $6; EL; 
— 


And 


p 9 


_— 


7281 


And ODT to the natural Effect of ſuch 


Opinions, how ridiculons, how abſurd is 
his Pamphlet throughout! What Excla- 


mations, what Admonitions, what Re- 
prehenſions, what impracticable Schemes 


are jumbled together! And A what 


inſolent Liberties does he take, n pre- 


tending to chaſtiſe the u hole Body of 


the Clergy in general, and yourſelf in par- 


ticular! 1 muſt confeſs.” if 1 had not read 
your Sermons, I ſhould have thought them, 
by his Account, a moſt ſcandalous, immo- 
ral, prophane Performance: Rather a De- 


fortation from, than an Exhortation to, 


true Religion. Beſide this, I might re- 


mark upon his Flings at other Perſons of 


eminent Character, particularly Dr. Water- 


Land ; when he ſpurns at the Expreſſion 
Federal Rite, which the Doctor has applied 


to Baptiſm; and having Recourſe, for- 


ſooth, to Critics and Commentators. Now, 
Sir, 1 believe the Doctor underſtands the 


| Grounds and Reaſons of Baptiſm, and Chri- 
_ {op Regeneration, every Whit as well as 


r. Law. And the Doctor has moſt | ju- 


diciouſiy ſhewn ſome Men their Error, by 


telling them, that inſtead of talking of Re- 
generation, and Feelings, and Ex Periences, 


they ſhould have. exhorted People to re- 
- pent ; for regenerated they were before, 


at their Bap tiſm. I muſt own, Mr. Law 


| dnce red to 1 in a very different 
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Tight from what he does now. He diſtin- 


1 


-guiſh'd himſeif early, and with Reputation, 


againſt, Biſhop Hoadly. But ever ſince 
that, he has been declining, lee 


down to the Meanneſs of a Methodiſt. 
This Gentleman too it is, L am told, that 


originally ſet up thoſe People, and has 
been, remotely, the Occaſion of all this 
Diſturbance; I think little to his Credit. 
I There is one thing more occurs to my 
Thoughts, which is more flagrant than all 


the reſt. He pretends to charge you with 
N omitting thoſe Rules, Precepts, and In- 
ſtructious, neceſſary to guide your Congre- 


gations in the Way of true Religion; mak- 


ing your Diſcourſe nothing but a mere De- 


clamation againſt being Righteous over- 
much; charging them not to be too ffrict 


in their Notious, and to let their Religion. 


Tet as eaſy upon them as they can. Such 


_. monſtrous , Difingenuity, Falſhoog, and 
M.iſrepreſentation, I never ſaw - before. 
Who can think, or believe, that he could 
have his Senſes, or Underſtanding about. 
him, or that he underſtood one Word, while 


he was reading your Diſcourſe ?. Was it 
| 5 


not manifeſtly deſign'd/to guard them againſt 
thoſe falſe and vicious Ap earauces of Reli- 


gion, who want the Reality of it Was it 
not to prevent their Deluſion ; and to cau- 
tion them againſt the dangerous Exceſſes of _ 
Enthuſiaſm, which always hath been, and 
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Aways will be, the Peſt and Baue of vrag ; 
Religion? And do you not, before you 
donelude, moſt pe athetically exhort them, to 


à void che other xtreme of Carele Heſs, and 
Neglect of the Great, the Strick, the Indif- 
Pentytle Duties of Religion, properly blo 
called? Do you not, in the moſt” tender 
and modeſt Manner, appeal to your Au- 
ditory to teſtify, how often yon Have, 
with the greateſt Earneſtweſ ſs, inſiſted upon 
every Chriftian Duty? And yet this Gen- 
| Hleman has the Face, the'Confidence '(what 
Thall I call it?) the Bafeneſs, to charge 
you with omitting all theſe Particulars, 
Muſt you, in order to convince this unac- 
countable Tealot, publiſh all the Diſcourſes 
you haye preach'd throughout the long 
Courſe of your Miniſtry? But I forbear, He 
ſets out, 'at the Begittih of his Pamphlet, 
with great boaſting of 5 Lave toter de 
Mankind; but I think, in the following 
'Parts of it, he has given a pregnant Proof of 
he contrary. What Man of true Huma- | 
"nity could Ne prevail'd with himſelf ta 
*enſure, at ſo unmercifula rate, the whole 
Body of. the Clergy ; and rep refent them 
all, AFR Pitti ier ion, us rs. Apoſtates? 
Charging 'the Vice, Tifidelity, and Pro- 
5 Phaneneſs that now Teigtis, upon Their Ex- 
amples; ; Of a total Nele of the moſt im- 
ke Duties of the facred Function: As 


find were all r pus of 8 


E, "6b et uber Tief, cl Baal 5* And 
herein he ſeems to have copied, but with 


Amplification, his glorious DION, Whitte 
s Sermon of 
| Regenerativn, has tax d the Clergy With 


flu; who in his Preface to 


mling, "& ſervrle Fear, to declare 
kao Peg 2 of Cod; and fuffe Pufering their 
Core egations to. reſt [ati Sfied with the 


ts Maki 7 Is tbris Chriſtianity? Is 
this Humanity? No, but it is Mer bo- 


Aiſin— If 4 Clergyman becomes reſponſible 


for che Sins of his Parifn; if he muſt bear 


the Puniſhinent due to the Iniquity com- 
mitted; what muſt the poor Miniſter of 
hx G— do? That Sink of 1 
Lewüneſs, and Prophaneneſs! And 


nothing, at lat 5 I know of, is 2 
ing in But Gentleman to prevent it, either 
in Doctrine, or Example. The good Nector 
of St. JN, J believe does his utmoſt to 


Hinder the Progrefs of every Immorality; 
und yet T am told, there are two or three 


moſt abominable Clubs within his Pariſh : 


17 muſt he anfwer for all the Sin and 


ickedneſs committed amongſt them? In- 


deed the Argument is ſo 1 that 
ufficient Confuta- 
tion of it Were there not the worſt f 


barely to repeat it, is a 


Opinions and Practices even in the Times 


of the Apoſtles? Did not Simon Magus, 
* His Followers Proſeſs and ho al- 


Shell 
Saab. bj Ve Is this Love to- 


* 80 
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E _ eyeral Mestiags and Aſfemblies of Chri- 
Fgailans become very ſcandalous, particu. 
Aarly the Teaſin of Love, which were defibd 

2 with the Commiſſion of great, and grievous 
Sinz. And yet, muſt all theſe, Enormities 
pe charg d upon the Teachers or Paſtors of 


BE 


Fo thoſe, Times? But to purſue, the Argu- 
ment further would be quite nauſcous. 
= He calls bis, Pamphlet E Au. wer to 


pour, Diſcourſe concerning; the Nature, 
Holly, Sin, and Danger of being Righteous 
16ver-much, But hy it can, in Truth and 
Reality be ſo called, L cannot imagine. He 
begins with great, Boaſting of his Love and 
hene volence towards Mankind; and in 
Conſequence of thar, He undertakes to ex- 
Poe che dangerous Errors of your Perfeim- 
Ange, to correct your falſe Account of being 
Naighteous over:much, and to ſhew, you 
nmiuade it your Buſineſs to perſuade Mankind 
do let their Religion fit upon them as eaſy 
as they can. But how, or in what Man- 
ner he has perform'd this notable Task, let 
Cummon Senſe be the Judge. Were there 
not here and there a Sentence of yours in- 
ſerted in his Pamphlet, I could not, LWwould 
85 Bobs; believe he. 150 read your Diſcourſe. 
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rable W the plain and manifeſt Senſe 
of your Words, he has charg'd upon them 

ſuch monſtrous Conſequences, as no Man, 

I think, in his right Wits, could ever have 
thought of. Ky then to make up for your 
Deficiencies, forſooth, he has furniſh'd his 
Reader with a Set of Chimerical Notions, 
concerning the State of Things before the 

Fall of Angels; for which he has no Au- 
thority but Jacob Bhemen, out of whom 
all his fine Fancies are extracted; and has 
the Modeſty to foiſt upon the World thoſe 
Opinions, as his own, which he has plainly 
borrowed from others. I moſt ſubjoin, that 
Lam no Clergyman ; am no ways a Party 
intereſted, or concerned; but a Mell. wuiſber 
to Truth, to thofe facred Truths, "which © 

you Have afferted : : and A Well-wiſher | to 9 
yourſelf. And nothing elſe could have pre- 
W with me to e you all this Trouble. 
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Tour moſi Obedient, | 
Tho Unknown Servant, 
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{1s AS! . read 5 Fa 
r ; after L. LA . 62. J. 13. read ſuch. 
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